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DARKE SWCD OFFICE HOURS 

Monday — Friday 

8:00 AM — 4:30 PM 

INSIDE THIS EDITION: 

Harvest Outlook (August 12, 2015) 
by John Feldt, Blue Water Outlook 

The following is an interesting look at the harvest outlook from John Feldt, the founder of 
Blue Water Outlook (BWO).  John provides this NCGA-FMC Agriculture Weather Advisor   
update to the membership of the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA).  This isn't an 
endorsement of either BWO or a promotion for NCGA, it is simply an interesting outlook which 
we felt was appropriate given the  weather issues we have faced this spring and summer.  

We are printing two of John’s August posts dealing with his harvest outlook. 

The National Multi-Model Ensemble (NMME) climate model can be helpful in 

providing insight into harvest-time weather conditions. 

According to the NMME, this year's harvest season could experience above-

normal temperatures and precipitation. 

In the following 3 images, areas shaded in green are expected to receive above-
normal precipitation. There are signs of possible precipitation-related harvest 

delays, especially in October.   

This Harvest Outlook is  
Continued on Pages 2 & 3   

FILL OUT AND RETURN THE 

SURVEY INSIDE TO DARKE 

SWCD TO RECEIVE A FREE 
WORKLIGHT (limited to the 

first 200 received) 

SEPTEMBER RAINFALL OCTOBER RAINFALL 

NOVEMBER RAINFALL 



Harvest Outlook (August 12, 2015) continued. 
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In consideration of the fall outlook, let's review key factors that could come into play within the critical Sep-
tember and October time frame. To start, let's review (recent) past fall temperature and precipitation trends.  
 

Past Season Patterns 
 

These next images plot recent past (2000-2014) September (left) and October (right) temperatures for the 

U.S. corn belt. The blue line is the average that can help in identifying trends.  
 

While there has been a slight cooling of fall temperatures over recent years, readings have generally been 

variable with little overall bias one way or the other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for precipitation, there seems to have been more significant and pronounced anomalies - either unusually 

wet or dry during past months of October.   

Areas shaded in orange or red indicate above-normal temperatures. The temperature outlook this fall calls 

for either normal- or above-normal temperatures.   

Harvest Outlook (August 18, 2015) by John Feldt, Blue Water Outlook 

SEPTEMBER TEMPERATURE OCTOBER TEMPERATURE NOVEMBER TEMPERATURE 

Continued on next page. 
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However, this review of past September and October   obser-
vations of temperature and precipitation does not provide 

much insight into this year's outlook. 
 

Growing Season Anomalies 
 

Now, let's focus on more recent conditions - the current 
growing season. Can any trends be identified that might 
persist into the fall? The most obvious trend was the  unu-
sually wet conditions from 
Missouri eastward across 
the eastern corn belt. While 
this anomaly clearly shows 
up on this past 90-day de-
parture from normal image, 
over the past 30 days or so 

the trends has been dimin-

ishing. 
 

With fairly strong evidence 
in place that this pattern 
has shifted, odd's might 
favor it not continuing into 

the fall.  

Harvest Outlook (August 18, 2015) continued. 

Past 90-Day Departure from 
Normal Rainfall  

My Outlook (by John Feldt): 
 

As is often the case in long-range outlooks, there can be 

conflicting sources of information.  
 

Data showing recent trends of ample rainfall conflict with 

data that indicates El Niño years tend to be dry.  
 

My thoughts are that periods of wet weather will persist 
into the fall which could result in modest harvest delays 
primarily over the western and central corn 

belt.  Temperatures are likely to average near normal. 

El Niño 
 

As previously discussed, El Niño has been building and will 

strengthen and persist throughout the fall months.  
 

The following images show past temperature patterns     
associated with El Niño years with September on the left 
and October on the right. Based on this data one would  
expect near-normal September and below-normal October 

temperatures.  

Climate Models 
 

The National Multi-Model Ensemble (NMME) is a frequently-
utilized climate model. The NMME indicates temperatures 

fairly close to normal this fall over most  regions.  
 

NMME Temperature Outlook 

September - left October - right 

The pattern of near- or above-normal precipitation could 
persist into the fall as indicated by NMME precipitation  
outlooks. Areas shaded in green are expected to receive 

above-normal precipitation. 
 

NMME Precipitation Outlook 

September - left October - right 

El Niño Year Temperature Anomalies  

As for as precipitation goes, El Niño has been associated 
with below-normal fall precipitation over most of the corn 

belt.   

El Niño Year Precipitation Anomalies  

If you find the NCGA-FMC Agriculture Weather Advisor 
interesting, you can sign up to receive future content at 

www.ncga.com/weather.  
 

This is not an endorsement for NCGA, FMC or BWO.  
We felt this harvest outlook would be interesting and 
educational to our readers.  Darke SWCD is not      
promoting any of these companies or products.   
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Your Opinion Counts, Fill Out Our Survey 
Darke SWCD is seeking input from 

landowners around the county in 

order to update the Long Range Plan 

(LRP).  The LRP lays out the strategy 

for Darke SWCD to accomplish its 

conservation goals over the next five 
years.  Please take a moment to fill 

out this anonymous survey.  Once 

your survey is complete, we ask that 

you drop it off at the Darke SWCD 

office. The first 200 responses      

received will be given a magnetic 

flashlight/worklight as a thank you 

for your input on the Darke SWCD 

LRP.  Thank you for your time. We 

depend upon your input to make 

sure  we  are  meet ing  the              

conservation needs of the County. 
 

Here are the current objectives in 

the Darke SWCD plan:  

1. Soil Erosion Prevention  

(Reduce soil loss to permissible 

levels; protect agricultural lands;    

control sedimentation and     

educate landowners to use land 

in a suitable manner based on its 

capability) 

2. Water Quality Resources  

(Improve water quality through pub-

lic education, storm water manage-

ment, and pollution abatement) 

3. Conservat ion  Educat ion  

(Promote conservation education to 

the residents of Darke County by 

working with the school systems, 

special interest groups, and the me-

dia) 

4. Woodland Improvement &  

Management  (Work to increase the 

benefits and value of the counties 
scattered woodlots by educating the 

public on ways to increase the 

productivity of woodland) 

5. Improve Wildlife Habitat  

(Improve wildlife habitat by working 

with landowners and encouraging 

the improvement of habitat and the 

management of existing habitat) 

The first 200 responses 

turned in will receive a 

FREE worklight courtesy 

of Darke SWCD.  Turn 

your survey in today! 

Springfield, Ohio---The Natural Resources Assistance Council, (NRAC), District 11, is currently accepting  

applications for its round 10 funding cycle of  the Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Fund . 
 

Since the program’s inception, Clean Ohio has awarded millions of dollars for the conservation and     

preservation of Ohio’s natural areas, including the purchase and permanent protection of Glen Helen in 
Greene County, Bear’s Mill in Darke County, Little Darby Preserve Restoration in Madison County, and 

Brukner Nature Preserve in Miami County.  
 

The District 11 NRAC expects to have more than $4 million in funding available for Round 10.  
 

“District 11 has funded several tremendous projects over the last couple of years and we are excited for the 

opportunities that will be presented during round 10 this fall. Four million dollars is a lot of money and   

presents great opportunities for our applicants,”  says District 11 Liaison Louis Agresta 
 

Round 10 applications should be sent to Louis Agresta. 3130 E. Main St., Springfield, no later than Friday, 

Oct. 30. Applications may request funding for direct purchase or the purchase of a conservation easement on 

land with natural features such as woodlands, wetlands, open space or riparian corridor. Applicants may 
also apply for funding to do site improvements on land that is already owned by the applicant.  Eligible     

applicants include counties, cities, villages, townships and non-profit organizations focused on land        

conservation. 
 

Potential applicants are encouraged to contact Louis Agresta at 937-521-2134 or                                         

lagresta@clarkcountyohio.gov.  

Natural Resources Assistance Council (NRAC) Accepting Funding 

Applications with Four Million in Grant Funding Available 
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Darke SWCD Long Range Plan Survey 
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Darke SWCD Long Range Plan Survey cont. 
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60th Annual Meeting & Banquet - November 23, 2015 

Supervisor Election - November 23rd from 6:00-7:00 PM 

The 60th Annual Meeting & Banquet is scheduled for 

Monday, November 23, 2015 at the Greenville VFW   

located at 219 North Ohio Street in Greenville.  This 

year’s speaker is Kelsey Timmerman.  Kelsey grew up in 

Darke County. 
 

He is the author of “Where Am I Wearing? A Global Tour 

to the Countries, Factories, and People that Make Our 

Clothes” and “Where Am I Eating? An Adventure 

through the Global Food Economy”.  His writing has  

appeared in publications such as the Christian Science 

Monitor and Condé Nast Portfolio and has aired on NPR. 

He has spent the night in Castle Dracula in Romania, 

played PlayStation in  Kosovo, farmed on four           

continents, taught an island  village to play baseball in 

Honduras, and in another life, worked as a scuba     

instructor in Key West, Florida. Whether in print or in 

person he seeks to connect people around the world. 

 

Kelsey has spoken at over 70 universities, colleges, and 

high schools across the country. He empowers students 
to think globally and act locally, engages them with 

their education and the world, and helps students see 

where they fit in as doers, learners, consumers,        

volunteers and glocals (local and global citizens). 

Each year at the Annual Meeting & Banquet, the Darke SWCD holds an election for its board of  supervisors.  

The board consists of five publicly elected individuals.  This year there will be two candidates elected to serve 

on the Darke SWCD board of supervisors.  The newly elected supervisors will begin their three-year term on 
January 1, 2016. 

 

The nominating committee has selected its four candidates to fill the two open seats on the board of          

supervisors.  If you are interested in running for the board, any person that is 18 years or older and resides 

in the county can petition to be a supervisor candidate by obtaining at least 10 signatures on the SWCD 

Candidate Nomination Petition form.  The form is available from Darke SWCD or on the Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources-Division of Soil and Water Resources website.  In order to appear on the ballot, this      

petition form needs to be returned to the Darke SWCD office 35 days prior to the annual meeting date. 

 

Voter Eligibility & Requirements 

There are six ways people can vote in the Darke SWCD supervisor election.  All voters must either register 
through the absentee voting process or at the time and place of the election.  All voters must be 18 years of 

age or older at the time of the election.  In some situations, a notarized affidavit may be required verifying the 

voter’s status prior to registering to vote.  Here are the different ways votes can be cast:  Resident,           

Non-Resident Landowner, Non-Resident Land Occupier, Corporation or Firm, Limited Liability Corporation 

(LLC), or Trusts.  There are some situations where an individual might cast more than one vote in an SWCD 

election.  For more information on Voter Eligibility and Requirements, please visit www.darkeswcd.com. 

 

Continued on the next page 

This year’s speaker is author Kelsey Timmerman.  From 

garment factories in Cambodia to banana plantations in 

Costa Rica, Kelsey Timmerman is dedicated to          

addressing global issues through storytelling. By     

traveling the world and telling the stories of the people 

he meets, Timmerman is able to educate his readers 
and initiate dialogue about our responsibilities as local 

and global citizens. 
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Supervisor Election cont. 

Absentee Ballot Process 

If you are unable to attend the Annual Meeting on Monday, November 23, 2015 there is an absentee ballot 

process.  Absentee ballots can be requested in writing (no earlier than 21 days prior and no later than 5 

days prior); or in person at the Darke SWCD office between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday (no earlier than 21 days prior and no later than 2:00 p.m. the day of the election).  For more 

information on the Absentee Ballot Process, please visit www.darkeswcd.com. 

 

The Candidates 

The four candidates are for the two supervisor positions are Gary Goettemoeller (Wayne Twp), Tom Harrod 

(Allen Twp), Kevin Jones (Adams Twp) and Scott Labig (Brown Twp).  More information about each       

candidate is available at www.darkeswcd.com. 

 

The election will be held on Monday, November 23, 2015 at the Greenville VFW located at 219 North Ohio 

Street, Greenville, Ohio 45331 between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  All ballots will be tallied and 
the election results will be announced at the end of the Annual Meeting & Banquet.  The Darke SWCD 

would like to thank you for participating in the supervisor election process.  If you have any questions,    

either visit our website, www.darkeswcd.com, or call our office at 937-548-1715, extension 3. 

Healthy Soil for Life 

Soil health, also referred to as soil quality, is defined as the continued capacity of soil to function as a vital 

living ecosystem that sustains plants, animals, and humans. This definition speaks to the importance of 

managing soils so they are sustainable for future generations. To do this, we need to remember that soil    

contains living organisms that when provided the basic necessities of life - food, shelter, and water - perform 

functions required to produce food and fiber. 
 

Only "living" things can have health, so viewing soil as a living ecosystem reflects a fundamental shift in the 

way we care for our nation's soils. Soil isn’t an inert growing medium, but rather is teaming with billions of 

bacteria, fungi, and other microbes that are the foundation of an elegant symbiotic ecosystem. Soil is an   

ecosystem that can be managed to provide nutrients for plant growth, absorb and hold rainwater for use  

during dryer periods, filter and buffer potential pollutants from leaving our fields, serve as a firm foundation 
for agricultural activities, and provide habitat for soil microbes to flourish and diversify to keep the ecosystem 

running smoothly. 
 

Learn more about how Soil Biology plays a major role in soil health at www.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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Lawn & Garden Soil Sampling 
Have you ever wanted to pull soil samples from your lawn or garden but not been sure what to do with them?  Are 

you interested in learning how to responsibly improve your lawn’s look or your garden’s production?  If you      

answered “yes” to either of these questions, then this soil sampling opportunity is for you.  Thanks to a Top of 

Ohio RC&D grant, Darke SWCD is offering a reduced-rate soil sample analysis for $5.00 (limit one per home).  

Darke SWCD has information on how to properly pull a representative soil sample to share.  Once your sample is 

pulled, bring it to our office by September 22nd before 4:00PM.  Then we will host a workshop to go over your soil 
sample result and help you understand the nutrient needs of your lawn or garden plants.  The workshop will help 

you create a responsible lawn or garden plan that focuses on the 4R’s of stewardship (Right Place, Right Source, 

Right Time and Right Amount)!  Call us at 937-548-1715, Ext. 3 or visit our website, www.darkeswcd.com, to   

register today!  Space is limited. 

Find more information and soil sampling recommendations online at www.darkeswcd.com 

Improve your garden’s soil health with cover crops.  When used properly, cover crops can suppress weeds, add 

nutrients, conserve water, preserve soil structure, enhance microbial action in the soil, contribute organic matter 

and much, much more!  These all lead to a healthy soil in your garden and can help increase production in your 

garden next year. 
 

Are you interested in experimenting with cover crops in your garden this fall?  If so, Darke SWCD is selling cover 

crop mixes again this year.  We offer two blends, a Fall Mix and a Winter Mix, for only $3.00 per pound. 
 

If you are new to cover crops and would like a low maintenance blend to start, we suggest our Fall Mix.  This is a 

blend of Oats and Radish, which will winter kill. 
 

If you are an experienced garden cover cropper, we offer the Winter Mix.  This is a blend of Cereal Rye and Radish.  

The Cereal Rye will need to be terminated in the spring by either using tillage, crimping or herbicides. 
 

For more information on the cover crop blends offered or to purchase seed, contact the Darke SWCD office at 937-

548-1715, extension 3 or email jared.coppess@darkeswcd.com. 

Attention Home Gardeners, Darke SWCD Sells Cover Crop Seed 
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Manure Science Review a Success 

On August 12th, Darke County hosted the Manure Science Review.  Over 240 people attended the event, which far 

exceeded the previous attendance record.  Darke SWCD was pleased to partner with Ohio State on this event.   

Below are some pictures from the entire day, more can be viewed at www.darkeswcd.com. 

LEFT:  Terry 
M e s c h e r , 
ODNR, talks 
about lessons 
learned from 

winter 2015. 

RIGHT:  Tom 
Harrod (R) and 

Glenn Arnold 
(L) discuss the 
a p p l i c a t o r   

Harrod Farms 
uses to side-
dress their 

corn. 

LEFT:  Dr. Dan Pote, USDA-ARS,    

discusses the poultry litter subsurfer 

with the audience. 

RIGHT:  Frank Gibbs, Wetland and 

Soil Consulting Services, performs the 

tile smoking demonstration. 

BELOW RIGHT:  Harrod Farms 

demonstrates their sidedress tool bar. 

BELOW LEFT:  Demonstration of the 

poultry litter subsurfer. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 August - October Home Garden Cover Crop Seed Sale  

 September 7 OFFICE CLOSED:  Labor Day 

 September 12 Wetland Wildlife Workshop 

 September 22 Home Gardener Soil Samples Due 

 September 30 Home Gardener Soil Sample Workshop 

 October 23 Fish Orders & Payment Due 

 October 27 Fish Sale Pickup 

 November - January Soil Fertility & Nutrient Management 

  Workshop Series, Round 5 

 November 23 Annual Meeting & Banquet 
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