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Conservation Highlights 

Annual Meeting and Banquet– November 25th  
Join us on November 25th for our 64th Annual Meeting and Banquet 

as we welcome Kirstie Zontini as this year’s speaker.  Zontini grew up 

in the Cleveland area (Eastlake, OH).  She is a part of the Storm Center 

7 team as the morning meteorologist for Channel 7 and AM 1290/

News 95.7 WHIO radio.  “Growing up in Cleveland, I was exposed to all 

that Ohio weather has to offer from strong storms to lake-effect snow. 

It made me curious at a young age to learn why we see the weather we 
see. That urge to challenge myself and find the answers is something I 

continue to work towards in each forecast,” says Zontini. 

Zontini graduated from Ohio University with a degree in Broadcast 
News and a Meteorology specialization.  She completed the 

Mississippi State University’s Broadcast Meteorology Certificate 
Program and finished with a degree in 

Geosciences and a concentration in Broadcast and Operational Meteorology.  

Zontini is a member of the National Weather Association. 

After graduation, Zontini accepted a job in Youngstown as a weekend 
meteorologist and weekday video journalist.  “Forecasting for a region greatly 

influenced by Lake Erie was a wonderful challenge and helped me grow 

professionally. Between severe weather season and lake-effect snow in the 

winter, there was never a dull moment,” Zontini said. 

In 2017, Zontini was awarded an Ohio Valley Regional Emmy for her work on 

the documentary “Surviving the Storm” which also took home a second place 

award for best documentary from the Society of Professional Journalists. 

As the speaker of the 2019 Darke Soil & Water Conservation District Annual 
Meeting and Banquet, Zontini will present on the Memorial Day tornado 

outbreak, our summer of drought and heat, and briefly look ahead to a winter 

forecast.   

“Darke SWCD is excited to have Kirstie as our keynote speaker this year,” said 

Jared Coppess, District Administrator for Darke SWCD.  “Weather is always a 

top of mind issue here and continues to be of interest to Darke County 

residents.” 

NOTE: This year, the Annual Meeting & Banquet will be held at the American 

Legion in Greenville, at 325 North Ohio Street. 
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-Greg LaBarge, CPAg/CCA 
Ohio State University Extension 

A new factsheet highlights eight steps to reducing edge of field P losses while maintain soils for increase crop 
production. The Phosphorus Nutrient Management for Yield and Reduced P Loss at Edge of Field-AGF-509 
(https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/agf-509) highlight practices that can be used to reduce edge of field losses 
of P. There are eight field specific steps to considered. 

1. Control erosion 

2. Identify surface inlets to tile and use appropriate practices to reduce surface losses 

3. Consider ground and weather conditions prior to application of fertilizer and manure 

4. Take a representative soil test 

5. Use soil test as screening tool to meet crop production and water quality goals 

6. With a soil test P value of 40 PPM Mehlich III or less, you can reduce risk of crop yield losses with nutrient 
application for crop yield. 

 • A soil test P value of 20 PPM defines the critical level. At 20 PPM or less, the risk of yield loss 
 increases. Annual in-season P nutrient application recommended. Recommendations to build soil test P 
 value to critical level are available. 

 • The maintenance STP range is 20 to 40 PPM. The recommended rate of P is equal to P removed in 
 harvested crop. Annual application is not required. Risk of yield loss is low with flexibility to delay 
 application one (or more) growing seasons, if needed. 
 The greatest risk for event P losses occur when nutrient application is followed by runoff-producing 
 rainfall. Use the following steps to reduce P loss risk at application for water quality. 

 • Use an agronomic rate of no more than two years’ worth crop removal as recommended in the Tri-
State Fertilizer Recommendations. 
 • Time fertilizer applications so predicted rainfall 12 
 hours after application is less than a 50% chance of 
 more than 1 inch of rainfall. 
 • Time organic nutrient applications so predicted 
 rainfall 24 hours after application is less than a 50% 
 chance of more than 0.5 inches of rainfall. 
 • Subsurface placement reduces losses over surface 
 application. 
 
7.  With a soil test P value above 40 PPM Mehlich III, 
response to fertilizer is highly unlikely for improving crop 
yields. 

 • Do not apply additional fertilizer due to lack of 
 economic return. 
 • Organic applications should be determined using P 
 content from testing the organic source and not 
 exceed P crop removal rate for the next two (and no 
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more than three) crops in the rotation. 
• Consider in-crop application to a nitrogen-using crop to 
reduce purchased N, maximizing economic return to 
organic application. 
• Where in-crop application is not used, incorporate 
organic nutrients. 

In terms of water quality, the risk of P loss increases 
with STP values over 40 PPM, with greater risk after 150 
PPM. Do not apply additional fertilizer due to lack of 
economic return and do not make organic applications 
when STP is greater than 150 PPM. 
 
Follow NRCS 590 site and rate criteria between 40 to 150 
PPM. Time organic applications so predicted rainfall 24 
hours after application is less than a 50 percent chance 
of more than 0.5 inches of rainfall. 
 
Use the Ohio P risk index, field scale hydrology/water 
quality models, or monitoring to evaluate site risk for P 
losses and need for further site BMPs. See step 8. 
 
8. BMPs for high risk P loss sites: Monitor fields for P 
loss using the Ohio P risk index and field scale 
hydrologic and water quality models. For sites with 
predicted high P losses, consider one or more of the 
following water management practices based on fitness 
and cost effectiveness for field site: 

• Production practices that increase soil organic matter 

to retain water on site 
• Drainage Water Management (NRCS 554) 

• Nutrient removal wetlands (NRCS 656) 

• P Precipitating Filter 

• Saturated Buffer (NRCS 604) 

• In-field water storage or detention basins. 
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Due to an increase in interest for cover crops, Darke SWCD is offering 2 cover crop blends for use in your home 

garden. We sell our Fall Mix, an oat-radish blend, and our Winter Mix, a cereal rye-radish blend. Both mixes can 

be purchased in a one pound bag for $3.00.  

Stay up to date! Like us on Facebook & follow us on Twitter 

           www.facebook.com/DarkeSWCD           www.twitter.com/DarkeSWCD 

Home Garden Cover Crop Seed For Sale 

169 S. Main St.  

North Star, OH 45350 

www.northstarimplement.com 

Phone: 419-582-8053 

KUNTZ AG 
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VRA Hi-Cal Lime 

VRA Gypsum 

Agro-Liquid Fertilizer 

Monty’s Fertilizer 

P & L Fertilizer 

8293 W. Falknor Rd. 

Covington, OH 45318 

kuntzagllc@gmail.com 

Office     937-473-5561 
Michael     937-570-9203 

Sam     937-570-3434 
Nathan     937-418-4878 
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Email: doug@cys-inc.com  

County Soils Contest Held 
On September 17, 2019 the Darke Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) held their annual land judging 

contest for Darke County FFA Chapters as they prepare for the District Contest.  This year’s contest was held at 

Jeff Martin’s Farm off Fisher Dangler Road  west of 

Greenville.  This year students from six  county schools – 
Ansonia, Arcanum, Franklin Monroe, Greenville, Tri-Village 

and Versailles – participated in the event. 

The land judging contest consists of a rural and an urban 

test.  Significant changes have been  implemented since 

the 2015 contest.  A few of the changes implemented on 

the rural test included a  focus on soil health, nutrient 

management, best   management practices and a more in-

depth look at soil properties. 

Each test challenges the students to not only identify soil 

types, but also consider other soil characteristics when 

making recommendations for use of that area.  The contest consisted of four stations, three soil pits and a 

written test.  The students had 15 minutes to finish the test at each station.  

Upon completion of the contest, students were asked to hand in their answer 

keys before Darke SWCD staff would go over the     answers and reasoning at 

each station. 

This year Tri Village finished with the highest team score on the rural test, 

followed by Versailles and Arcanum.  The highest individual score on the 
rural test was Deanna Hesson from Versailles FFA.  Tri Village also finished 

with the highest team score on the urban test, followed by Arcanum and 

Ansonia. The high individual score on the urban test was Maddie Downing 
from Tri Village. All participants and advisors from the top three teams will 

be invited and recognized at the 64th Annual Meeting and Banquet on 

Monday, November 25, 2019.  

“Darke SWCD would like to thank our landowners for graciously hosting this 
year’s competition, Tim Rank for his evaluation of the soil pits, Jeff McMiller 
and Darke County Ditch Maintenance for digging all the soil pits and all the 

schools for participating in the event.  The participation and enthusiasm from the students and teachers is 
what makes this competition great,” said Jared Coppess, District Administrator for Darke SWCD.   
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-Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law 
 Ohio State University CFAES 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Unfortunately, the death of a farmland owner can create conflict within a 
family.  Often,  transition planning by the deceased could have prevented the conflict.  Such is the case in a 
family disagreement that ended up before Ohio’s Third District Court of Appeals.  The case pitted two brothers 
against one another, fighting over ownership of the family farm. 

When their mother passed away in 2006, the five Verhoff siblings decided to sell the family farm.  Two of the 
brothers wanted to purchase the farm, but one of them was also the executor of the estate.  The estate’s 
attorney advised the executor brother that he should not buy the land directly from the estate due to his 
fiduciary duties as executor.  The attorney recommended that the executor wait and purchase one-half of the 
farm from the other brother after it was transferred from the estate to the other brother. 

Following a series of discussions between the two brothers, the executor brother sent half of the farm’s 
purchase price to the other brother and issued the farm’s deed to the other brother.  Over the next eight years, 
the two brothers shared a joint checking account used to deposit rental income from the farmland and to pay 
for property taxes and utilities on the property.  But when the executor brother asked the other brother for a 
deed showing the executor brother’s half-interest in the farm, the other brother claimed that the executor 
brother did not have an ownership interest.  The money rendered by the executor brother was a loan and not a 
purchase, claimed the other brother.  The other brother then began withholding the farm rental payments from 
the joint checking account. The relationship between the two brothers broke down, and in 2016, the executor 
brother filed a lawsuit to assert his half-ownership of the farm and his interest in the rental payments. 

At trial, a jury found that the brothers had entered into a contract that gave the executor brother half ownership 
of the farm upon paying half of the purchase price to the other brother.  The trial court ordered the other 
brother to pay the executor brother half of the current value of the farm and half of the rental income that had 
been withheld from the executor brother.  The other brother appealed the trial court’s decision. The court of 
appeals did not agree with any of the other brother’s arguments, and upheld the trial court’s decision that a 
contract existed and had been violated by the other brother.   Two of the arguments on appeal raised by the 
other brother are most relevant:  that Ohio’s statute of frauds required that the contract be in writing and that 
the contract was illegal because an executor cannot purchase land from an estate. 

A contract for the sale of land should be in writing, but there are exceptions 

Ohio’s “Statute of Frauds” provides that a contract or sale of land or an interest in land is not legally 
enforceable unless it is in writing and signed by the party to be charged.   The other brother argued that 

Cont’d on next page 

Case Illustrates Importance of Transition 

Planning for Farmers 



because there was no written agreement about the ownership of the farm, the situation did not comply with the 
Statute of Frauds and could not be enforceable.  However, the court focused on an important exception to the 
Statute of Frauds:  the doctrine of partial performance.  The doctrine removes a verbal contract from the 
writing requirement in the Statute of Frauds if there are unequivocal acts of performance by one party in 
reliance upon a verbal agreement and if failing to enforce the verbal agreement would result in fraud, injustice, 
or hardship to that party who had partly performed under the agreement. 

Based upon evidence produced by the executor brother, the appeals court agreed with the trial court in 
determining that an oral contract did exist between the two brothers and that the executor brother had 
performed unequivocal acts in furtherance of the verbal contract.   The court explained that the executor 
brother had endured “risks and responsibility” by giving the other brother money with the expectation that he 
would receive rental income from the farm and own a one-half interest in the property.  An injustice would 
occur if the verbal contract was not enforced because of the Statute of Frauds, as the other brother would 
receive a windfall at the executor brother’s expense, said the court.  The court concluded that because the 
doctrine of partial performance had been met, the writing requirement in the Statute of Frauds should be set 
aside. 

Did the executor brother violate his fiduciary duties by purchasing the land? 

The other brother also claimed that the verbal contract was illegal because the executor brother made a sale 
from the estate to himself.  According to the other brother, the sale violated Ohio Revised Code section 
2109.44, which prohibits fiduciaries from buying from or selling to themselves or having any individual dealings 
with an estate unless authorized by the deceased or the heirs. 

The court pointed out, however, that the executor brother did not buy the farm from the estate.  Instead, the 
executor brother purchased the farm through a side agreement with the other brother who purchased the farm 
from the estate.  The court noted that this type of arrangement could be voidable if other heirs challenged 
it.  But since no other heirs did so, the court determined that the executor brother had not violated his fiduciary 
duties to the estate and allowed the side agreement to stand. 

Estate and transition planning can help prevent family disputes 

Imagine the toll this case took on the family.  It’s quite possible that parents can prevent these types of 
conflicts over what happens to the farm when they pass on.  An initial step for parents is to determine which 
heirs want to transition into owning and managing the farm, and what their future roles with the farm might 
be.  This often raises other tough questions parents must face:  how to provide an inheritance to children who 
don’t want the farm when other children do want the farm? Must or can the division of assets be equal among 
the heirs?  What about other considerations, such as children with special issues or not having heirs who do 
want to continue the farm?  These are difficult but important questions parents can answer in order to prevent 
conflict and irreparable harm to the family in the future. 

The good news is that there are legal tools and solutions for these and the many other situations parents 
encounter when deciding what to do with the farm and their assets.   An attorney who works in transition 
planning for farmers will know those solutions and can tailor them to a family’s unique circumstances.  One 
agricultural attorney I know promises that there’s a legal solution for every farm family’s transition planning 
issues.   Working through the issues is difficult, but identifying tools and a detailed plan for the future can be 
satisfying.  And it will almost certainly prevent years of litigation. For more information about farm estate and 
transition planning, be on the lookout for our soon-to-be released Farm Transition Matters law bulletin series or 
catch us at one of our Farm Transition Planning workshops this winter.  

Farm Transition Planning Continued 
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Rossburg, Ohio 

Supervisor Election– Nov. 25th 6-7pm 

Each year at the Annual Meeting & Banquet, the Darke SWCD holds an election for its board of  supervisors.  

The board consists of five publicly elected individuals.  This year there will be one candidate elected to serve 

on the Darke SWCD board of supervisors.  The newly elected supervisor will begin the three-year term on 

January 1, 2020. The nominating committee has selected its two candidates to fill one open seat on the 

board of   supervisors.   

Voter Eligibility & Requirements 

There are six ways people can vote in the Darke SWCD supervisor election.  All voters must either register 

through the absentee voting process or at the time and place of the election.  All voters must be 18 years of 

age or older at the time of the election.  In some situations, a notarized affidavit may be required verifying 

the voter’s status prior to registering to vote.  Here are the different ways votes can be cast:  Resident,   Non-
Resident Landowner, Non-Resident Land Occupier, Corporation or Firm, Limited Liability Corporation (LLC), 

or Trusts.  There are some situations where an individual might cast more than one vote in an SWCD 
election.  For more information on Voter Eligibility and Requirements, please visit www.darkeswcd.com. 

Absentee Ballot Process 

If you are unable to attend the Annual Meeting on Monday, November 25, 2019 there is an absentee ballot 
process.  Absentee ballots can be requested in writing (no earlier than 21 days prior and no later than 5 days 

prior); or in person at the Darke SWCD office between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 

Friday (no earlier than 21 days prior and no later than 2:00 p.m. the day of the election).  For more 
information on the Absentee Ballot Process, please visit www.darkeswcd.com. 

The Candidates 

The two candidates are for one supervisor position are Monty Stump (Greenville Twp.) and Rob Filbrun 

(Monroe Twp.). See next page for more information about each candidate. 

 

The election will be held on Monday, November 25, 2019 at the American Legion Post 140 located at 325 

North Ohio Street, Greenville, Ohio 45331 between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  All ballots will be 

tallied and the election results will be announced at the end of the Annual Meeting & Banquet.  The Darke 

SWCD would like to thank you for participating in the supervisor election process.  If you have any questions,    

either visit our website, www.darkeswcd.com, or call our office at 937-548-1715, extension 3. 



Supervisor Election– Candidates 

Briefly explain your interest in conservation and becoming a Darke SWCD board 
member: 

I believe it is very important to be a responsible steward of God’s creation.  We utilize 
several conservation practices on our farming operation, such as buffer strip and 
wildlife habitat strips.  By becoming a SWCD board member I can encourage and 
facilitate these and other practices on other farms in Darke County. 

Describe what contributions and skills you will bring to the district: 

I have been serving on the Darke SWCD board since 2013.  I have been farming for over 
42 years.  I know many farmers throughout the county.  I am used to  working with 
others in committee settings and office situations. 

Describe the nature of your work/profession/educational background: 

I have been involved with our family farming operation since 1977.  I worked    part-time for 10 years as a crop adjuster for Great 
American Insurance Company.  For the last five years I have served as treasurer for the Darke SWCD board.  I have also worked as 

treasurer for the Darke County Board of Education from 1990-1995.  I graduated from Ohio Northern University with a B.A. in 
Business Administration. 

List other clubs and organizations you are affiliated with: 

I attend Greenville Grace Church for the past 15 years and have served as an Elder the last 11 years.  I am a member of the 
National Corn Growers Association, Ohio Soybean Association and Ohio Wheat Growers Association. 

Please provide a brief biography of yourself: 

I was born and raised in Darke County and graduated from Ansonia Local Schools in 1973 and Ohio Northern University in 1977.  I 
married Krista Hurley in 1978.  We have two grown children and two young grandchildren.  I am very thankful to have lived and 
raised my family in Darke County. 

Briefly explain your interest in conservation and becoming a Darke SWCD board 

member: 

I have been involved in excavating since I graduated from high school and through that 
experience I have formed a passion for drainage and tile.  I would like to     become a 
board member to expand my knowledge and experience in conservation. 

Describe what contributions and skills you will bring to the district: 

My first job out of high school was in excavating and I worked up to a pipe  foreman.  I 
then started farming full time and installing tile.  I feel my experience in my work would 
be useful to the district. 

Describe the nature of your work/profession/educational background: 

I went to Franklin Monroe Schools with the last two years at MVCTC in the Ag Tech Program.  I was the FFA president at MVCTC. 

List other clubs and organizations you are affiliated with: 

I am a volunteer firefighter for the Verona FD and hold the Lieutenant position.  I am also a member of the Greenville Grace 
Brethren Church. 

Please provide a brief biography of yourself: 

I have been married to my wonderful wife Alicia for almost 15 years and we have two boys and two girls together.  I have farmed 
with my dad and brother since I was old enough to help and in 2014 I went to farm full time.  Our farm is located in southeast Darke 
County. 

Monty Stump 

Rob Filbrun 



4R Nutrient Stewardship represents the four “RIGHTS” of fertilizer management: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture today faces numerous challenges.  To feed a growing world population and protect Ohio’s natural 

resources for future generations, farms will have to grow more food, which will require improvements in both 

production methods and natural resources management.  Today, the algae blooms in Ohio’s lakes, rivers and 

streams have given us increased water quality challenges that we must address to ensure a productive and 

prosperous future! 

With the 4R Nutrient Stewardship principles, Ohio’s 

farmers can lead the charge to protect and improve water 

quality and enhance the quality of life for generations to 
come. 

The 4R Tomorrow program is sponsored by the Ohio 

Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and 

the Ohio Soybean Council. 

4R Tomorrow Nutrient Stewardship 

446 S Broadway, PO Box 190 

Greenville, OH 45331 

Phone: 937-548-1114     www.greenvillenationalbank.com 

Thank you Darke County Commissioners 
Matt Aultman, Mike Rhoades & Mike Stegall 

The Darke Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors and Staff would like to thank the Darke 

County Commissioners for their financial support and dedication to soil and water conservation. The annual 
financial assistance from the county is matched by funds from the state which enables the District to 

continue to provide assistance to all Darke County landowners 

The RIGHT Source 

 Supply in plant available forms 

 Suit soil properties 

 Recognize synergisms among elements 

 Blend compatibility 

 

The RIGHT Rate 

 Appropriately assess soil nutrient supply 

 Assess all available indigenous nutrient 

sources 

 Assess plant demand 

 Predict fertilizer use efficiency 

The RIGHT Time 

 Assess timing of crop intake 

 Assess dynamics of soil nutrient supply 

 Recognize timing of weather   factors 

 Evaluate logistics of operations 

 

The RIGHT Place 

 Recognize root-soil dynamics 

 Manage spatial variability 

 Fit needs of tillage system 

 Limit potential off-field 

transport 



Darke SWCD Staff 

Brian Cope– Technician 
Jared Coppess– District Administrator 
Elizabeth Farver– Nutrient Mgmt Technician 
Tim Rank– Technician 
Doug Steinbrunner– Wildlife Specialist/Technician 

Darke NRCS Staff 

Jim Bennett– District Conservationist 
John Bleill– Civil Engineering Technician 
 
 
Daniel Francis– Pheasants Forever Wildlife Biologist 
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5192 Kruckeberg Rd. 

Greenville, OH 45331 

Matthew Jordan 

Phone: 937-548-1606          Email: mjinohio@gmail.com 

Beggars’ Night   October 24 
 Downtown Greenville       7-9pm 

In the Garden: Putting Your Garden to Bed   October 31 
 Bish Discovery Center, DC Parks– registration required       5:30pm 

First Fridays: Chocolate Walk   November 1 
 Downtown Greenville– Tickets required       6-9pm 

Office Closed– Veterans Day   November 11  

Hometown Holiday Horse Parade   November 23 
 Downtown Greenville       7pm 

64th Annual Meeting & Banquet   November 25 

 NEW LOCATION: American Legion– 325 N Ohio St, Greenville       6:00pm 

Office Closed– Thanksgiving   November 28-29 

Small Business Saturday   November 30  

First Fridays: A Christmas Night   December 6 
 Downtown Greenville       6-9pm 

2019 Plat Books Available   mid-December 

Office Closed: Budget cut days   Nov 8 & 22 

    Dec 6 & 20 

Upcoming Events 

Wes Boothe 

Tile Installation 

GPS Mapping 

Tile Sales 

937.533.7161 

fax 937.473.5730 
 

5171 Farrington Road 

Covington, OH 45318 

Miami 
AG DRAINAGE LLC 

Making Moisture Manageable 


