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DARKE SWCD OFFICE HO URS 

Monday ñ Friday  

8:00 AM ñ 4:30 PM  

INSIDE THIS EDITION:  

Annual Meeting:  November 24, 2014  

PRESENTATION : Ohio River Locks & Dams:  
Past, Present and Future  

The 59th Annual 
Meeting will be held on 
Monday, November 24, 
2014 at the Greenville 
VFW, 219 N. Ohio St, 
Greenville, OH 45331.  
 

This yearõs featured 
speaker is John 
Cheek.  John is the 
senior maintenance 
engineer for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engi-
neers (USACE) as-
signed to the Great 
Lakes and Ohio River 
Division located in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  He 
holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engi-
neering and Master of 
Science in Geotech-
nical Engineering, and 
is a registered profes-
sional engineer in the 
State of Ohio.  Prior to Johnõs assignment in Cincinnati, he was the 
Engineer in Charge of the Corpsõ Louisville District repair fleet re-
sponsible for performing major maintenance on locks and dams on 
the lower Ohio, Green, and Kentucky rivers.  Prior to joining the 
Corps, John served on active duty in the U.S. Coast Guard.  
 

John Cheek will present the history of the Ohio River locks and 
dams.  The Corps has been assigned the responsibility of maintaining 
navigation on the Ohio River since 1824.  Early efforts included clear-
ing debris and dredging channels followed by a complete canalization 

ABOVE:  John Cheek, Sr. Maintenance Engineer 
for the USACE will be the keynote speaker at 
the 59th Annual Meeting on November 24th.  
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Annual Meeting cont.  

of the Ohio River by 51 locks and dams in 1929.  The Corps began replacing these original locks and dams in the 

1950s and is currently completing the final replacement lock and dam, expected to be placed in service in 2019.  
 

The Board of Supervisor Election will be from 6:00 -7:00 PM with dinner beginning at 6:30 PM.  This year we have 

four candidates running for two seats on the board.  For more information on the candidates, please see pages 4 

and 5.  Once dinner has been served, the program will begin with introductions, conservation awards, guest 

speaker and end with the election results being announce.  
 

Tickets are $10, please stop by or call the office to pick up yours today.  We look forward to seeing you on         

November 24th!  

County FFA Land Judging Contest Held In Monroe Township  

On September 16, 2014 the Darke SWCD held their an-

nual land judging contest for Darke County FFA Chap-

ters as they prepare for the District Contest.  This yearõs 

contest was held at Kenton Arnettõs Farm off Red River 

West Grove Road near Pitsburg.  This year 14 teams 

from six schools ð Ansonia, Franklin Monroe, Greenville, 
Mississinawa Valley, Tri -Village and Versailles ð partici-

pated in the event.  
 

The land judging contest consists of a rural and an ur-

ban test.  Each test challenges the students to not only 

identify soil types, but also consider other soil character-

istics when making recommendations for use of that 

area.  The contest 

consisted of four 

stations, three soil 

pits and a written 

test.  The stu-

dents had 15 
minutes to finish 

the test at each 

station.  Upon 

completion of the 

contest, students 

were asked to 

hand in their an-

swer keys before 

Darke SWCD staff 

would go over the 

answers and rea-

soning for each 

station.  
 

This year Versailles Team #1 finished with the highest 
team score on the rural test, followed by Tri -Village 

Team #1 and Versailles Team #2.  The highest individual 

score was Dean Heitkamp from Versailles FFA.  Tri -

Village brought the only team to compete in the urban 

test this year, the team score was 1,073 out of a possible 

1,398 points.  The highest individual score was Ethan 

Deneski.  
 

òDarke SWCD would like to thank the Kenton for gra-

ciously hosting this yearõs competition and George Skid-

more for helping Tim Rank evaluate the soil pits.  We 

also want to thank Jeff McMiller and Darke County 

Ditch Maintenance for digging the pits.  It is great to see 

all of the Darke County FFA programs participate.  The 
participation and enthusiasm from the students and 

teachers is what makes this competition great,ó said 

Jared Coppess, District Administrator for Darke SWCD.   

ABOVE:  George Skidmore, Darke 

SWCD Supervisor, and Tim Rank, 

Darke SWCD Technician, evaluate 

the soil pits for the 2014 contest.  

ABOVE:  FFA students analyze a soil pit during the 

2014 contest held at Kenton Arnettõs farm in Monroe 

Township, near Pitsburg.  

MORE PICTURES FROM THE CONTEST ON PAGE 11  
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4R Tomorrow Nutrient Stewardship:  Protecting Water Quality  

4R Nutrient Stewardship represents the four òRIGHTS ó of fertilizer management: 
 

 

Agriculture today faces numerous challenges.  To feed a growing world population and protect Ohioõs natural re-

sources for future generations, farms will have to grow more food, which will require improvements in both pro-

duction methods and natural resources management.  Today, the algae blooms in Ohioõs lakes, rivers and streams 
have given us increased water quality challenges that we must address to ensure a productive and prosperous fu-

ture!  
 

With the 4R Nutrient Stewardship principles, Ohioõs farmers can lead the charge to protect and improve water 

quality and enhance the quality of life for generations to come.  
 

The 4R Tomorrow program is sponsored by the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the 

Ohio Soybean Council.  

The RIGHT  Source  

* Supply in plant available forms  

* Suit soil properties  

* Recognize synergisms among elements  

* Blend compatibility  
 

 

The RIGHT  Rate  

* Appropriately assess soil nutrient supply  

* Assess all available indigenous nutrient sources  

* Assess plant demand  

* Predict fertilizer use efficiency  

The RIGHT  Time  

* Assess timing of crop intake  

* Assess dynamics of soil nutrient 

supply  

* Recognize timing of weather   

factors  

* Evaluate logistics of operations  
 

The RIGHT  Place  

* Recognize root -soil dynamics  

* Manage spatial variability  

* Fit needs of tillage system  

* Limit potential off -field transport  

Home Gardeners: Take Cover this Winter!  

Fall is here and winter is soon approaching.  Have you prepared and protected your garden for next spring?  If 

not, the Darke Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) can help.  
 

 The Darke SWCD has a variety of informational materials on gardening and cover crops.  This year the Darke 

SWCD has introduced two cover crop mixes, Fall Mix and Winter Mix, for use in your  garden.   
 

Our Fall Mix is a blend of oats and radishes.  The advantage of this mix is that it is low maintenance and will frost 

kill in December.   
 

The Winter Mix consists of cereal rye and radishes.  This blend is winter hardy, meaning the cereal rye will survive 

through the winter.  In the spring you will have to kill the cereal rye by tillage, crimping, herbicide application or 

shading.   
 

The benefits of these two cover crop mixes include weed suppression, nutrient cycling, improved organic matter, 

reduced soil erosion, and breaking up compaction.  Not to mention they help to feed your soil microbes and earth 

worms.  Consider trying a one pound bag today.  
 

These two cover crop mixes can be purchased for $3.00 a pound.  One pound of the mixes can cover between 640 -

700 square feet.  Pick yours up today at the Darke SWCD office located at 1117 South Towne Court, Greenville, 

Ohio, by calling 937 -548 -1752 or visiting the our website at www.darkeswcd.com.  



Conservation Highlights  Page 4 

2014 Darke SWCD Board of Supervisor Candidates  
Elect TWO at Annual Meeting - November 24th  

JOHN GUTTADORE lives at 1448 Arcanum Ithaca 

Road, Arcanum, in Twin Township.  John believes that 
the education of others needs to be a priority as a ser-
vice of Darke SWCD.  He has enjoyed educating his stu-
dents and others on the major importance of incorpo-
rating some value of conservation in all subjects.  John 
wants to ignite some type of awareness in all communi-
ty youth as well as adults for the purpose of continuing 
the mission of Darke SWCD:  Preserve ð Protect ð Edu-
cate.  
 

John just retired from 35 years of secondary school 
teaching.  He was a teacher of Agricultural Education at 
Greenville City Schools and has served as County FFA 
Treasurer for the Darke County Agri -Teachers Associa-
tion.  John helped start the GHS FFA Alumni Associa-
tion and served as an advisor.  He was honored as 
Teacher of the Year by Darke SWCD in 2012.  

 

John is a member of Darke County Farm Bureau, Greenville FFA Alumni Association, Darke County 
Retired Teachers Association, and he started the Greenville High School Envirothon Club.  John 
coached a number of teams in the Area IV Envirothon contest.  
 

John is a graduate of the Ohio State University with a Bachelorõs of Science in Ag Education.  He 
earned his Masters from the University of Dayton in Guidance and Counseling.  John is co -owner of 
DõAlessios Italian Restaurant in Greenville.  In his spare time, John enjoys cycling, triathlons, fishing, 
kayaking and canoeing.  

ED EVERMAN lives at 4200 Hollansburg -Arcanum 

Road, Greenville, in Butler Township.  Ed considers 
himself a lifelong conservationist.  He has spent his en-
tire professional career in natural resource and soil and 
water conservation.  Ed has been 100% no -till grain 
farming for over 20 years.  Ed believes in protecting the 
soil for future productivity and that educating the pub-
lic on drainage and conservation measures is a never 
ending task.  
 

Ed is a 1977 graduate of the Ohio State University with 
a B.S. in Agriculture.  He spent 36 years working for the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Soil 
and Water Resources.  Ed has also been farming since 
1976.  He has also served on the Arcanum -Butler Local 
School Board for 17 years.  Ed is a member of the Ohio 
Soil and Water Conservation Society, Farm Bureau, 
Farmers Union, Masonic Lodge, Scottish Rite and the 
Shriners.  

 

Ed is married to Shari, together they have 2 children.  He has three grandchildren and has been a 
proud resident of Butler Township since 1977.  



WILLIAM ROLL lives at 6462 Wabash York Road, 

Rossburg, in Wabash Township.  He owns and farms 
180 acres and feels that soil and water conservation is 
important because he thinks we should leave the 
ground in better shape than we found it.  Bill has 
served on the Darke SWCD board for the last three 
years and currently is the Vice Chair.  
 
 

Bill has farmed most of his life and has installed sever-
al conservation practices over the years.  He was one of 
the first farmers to install filter strips on his farm in 
1986.  He has since installed upland habitat buffers 
and a grassed waterway and structure through the 
Conservation Reserve Program.  Bill also uses a four 
crop rotation of corn, soybeans, wheat and hay on his 
farm.  
 
 

Bill earned a Bachelorõs of Science from Wilmington 
College and His Masters from the University of Dayton.  He retired from Versailles Schools as a teacher 
and wrestling coach.  Bill is an auctioneer and provides his services to many organizations.  He is also 
the North Star Fire Department Fire Chief, a member of the Versailles Athletic Boosters and Versailles 
K of C.  Bill and his wife Marcy are members of the St. Louis Catholic Church in North Star.  They have 
two grown children, Becky and Zachary.  
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2014 Darke SWCD Board of Supervisor Candidates  
Elect TWO at Annual Meeting - November 24th  

GEORGE SKIDMORE lives at 2950 State Route 722, New 

Madison, in Butler Township.  George is very interested in 
helping put conservation on the land and conserving our two 
most important natural resources, soil and water.  George 
also is interested in being on the board because of the im-
portance of conservation to agriculture in Darke County.  

 

George spent six years with the Montgomery SWCD as a 
Program Administrator and Education Coordinator.  He has 
also served as a Darke SWCD board supervisor for the past 
six years.  George is a retired Agricultural Education teach-
er, he taught at both Arcanum and Franklin Monroe.  
George is a member of Darke County Farm Bureau and the 
Castine Church of the Brethren.  

 

George has been married to Martha for 39 years.  They have 
4 adult children and 6 grandchildren.  He farms in southern 
Darke County and is very active at the Castine Church of 
the Brethren.  George enjoys hunting and fishing in his 
spare time.  



Best Management Practices To Keep Phosphorus On The Field  
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Looking at current Ohio field research and the literature available on the topic of minimizing losses of phosphorus 

at the edge of the field the following recommendations are a starting point to maximizing productivity while mini-

mizing environmental impacts on water quality.  
 

Phosphorous Rate, Application and Timing  
 

Avoid overloading soils. Soil test and follow tri -state ferti-

lizer recommendations. Where soil test levels are above 40 

ppm Bray P1 or 58 ppm Mehlich III -ICP, do not apply addi-

tional phosphorus in the corn -soybean rotation. These soil 

test levels require no additional fertilizer, according to the 

Tri -State Fertilizer recommendations. Fertilizing soils test-

ing above these levels increases risk of P in runoff and tile 

drainage.  
 

Avoid winter application. Eliminate surface application of 

manure or fertilizer to frozen or snow -covered fields. Frozen 
ground is ground that is frozen to the degree that tillage is 

not possible. Surface applied manure or fertilizer is subject 

to runoff events that may occur before the ground thaws 

and allows nutrients to bind to soil.  
 

Avoid surface application of fertilizer/manure. Surface 

applications of phosphorus are subject to higher loss if runoff producing rainfall events happen close to applica-

tion. Placement of nutrient below the surface of the soil reduces loss. If tillage is planned in the crop rotation, P 

applications should be applied prior to the tillage and till before a rain event. Full width tillage has the potential to 

increased soil erosion and total phosphorus losses. New placement tools or strategies need to be implemented that 

place P below the surface with minimal soil disturbance. Until these 

tools become available, use banded application or the minimal 

amount of tillage to mix nutrient in the soil.  
 

Farm and Field Features  
 

Minimize erosion. Appropriate conservation practices should be im-

plemented to minimize erosion. Maintain 30% cover as crop resi-

due/cover crop. Filter strips, grassed waterways and water diversion 

structures are appropriate tools.  
 

Slow the movement of water. Surface water flows from fields di-

rected to tile via standpipes should be converted to blind inlets. As 

risk loss potential increases for a field consideration should be given 

for edge of field treatments which control water movement or treat 

water as it is leaving the site. Drainage water management control 

structures, in ditch treatments such as two stage ditches and other 

stream practices can reduce loading.  
 

Know your fieldõs risk. Soil test P, field proximity to water and soil 

hydrologic class impacts edge of field losses of phosphorus. The NRCS 

Ohio P Risk index provides a risk of loss index and should be used as 
part of the development of a Nutrient Management Plan to assess the 

individual field risk.  
 

Strive to build soil quality. Soil condition is a mitigating factor. In-

creasing the water infiltration by reducing compaction and improving 

soil structure increase water retention, nutrient cycling, crop rooting 

capacity and crop yield.  

By Steve Culman, Elizabeth (Libby) Dayton, Kevin King, Greg LaBarge  

Cover crops (above) or waterway installa-

tion (below) are examples of best manage-

ment practices limiting phosphorus loss.  


