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The Darke Soil & Water Conservation District is conducting its
annual tree seedling sale through March 23rd. The 2-3 year
seedlings are bare root stock and each tree is dipped into a
preservative gel to keep roots moist. Our seedlings are packaged
in groups of five. An assortment of trees are offered for sale to
urban and rural landowners. The plant varieties are
selected for their popularity and hardiness in the Darke County
area. This is an economical way to work toward establishing or
adding to a wildlife area, to create a windbreak, or landscaping.
Prices range from $5-$10 in packets of 5 seedlings. We are also
offering larger varieties on some evergreens. See the enclosed
order form and species descriptions for more information.
Several new species are being
offered for 2018. These include
Highbush
Cranberry,
Arrowwood, American Plum,
Black Walnut, White Oak,
Shagbark
Hickory
and
Kentucky Coffeetree.
To order your trees, fertilizer
tablets, rain barrels or other items, fill out the enclosed form
and
bring
it
into
the
office
with
your
payment. You can also submit your tree sales order online;
however, you must still mail or drop off payment to the Darke
SWCD office to finalize your order. Sorry we do not accept credit
cards!
Orders will not be accepted after March 23, 2018. Pick up for
orders is Tuesday, April 10th through Thursday, April 12th at the
Darke SWCD office– 1117 Southtowne Ct., Greenville.

Darke SWCD Staff Members

Darke NRCS Staff Members

Brian Cope — Technician
Jim Bennett — District Conservationist
Jared Coppess — District Administrator
John Bleill — Civil Engineering Technician
Elizabeth Farver — Nutrient Mgmt Technician
Webb Flowers—Soil Conservationist
Tim Rank — Technician
DARKE SWCD OFFICE HOURS
Doug Steinbrunner—Wildlife Specialist/Technician
Daniel Francis– Pheasants Forever Wildlife Biologist
Monday — Friday

8:00 AM — 4:30 PM

Affiliate Membership Drive
February and March mark our annual affiliate membership drive. Darke SWCD seeks the support
from local businesses for educational programs to be held throughout 2018.
The past support of conservation education programs from our affiliate members has been greatly
appreciated. We would like to thank those who participated in 2017. If you have never
contributed, please consider this worthwhile opportunity to support our adult and youth
education programs. Our affiliate members are recognized at our banquet in November and in our
quarterly newsletter.
Last year’s youth education programs included: county land judging contest for our FFA chapters;
soils presentations for 6th grade science classes; stream table and enviroscape presentation at
Arcanum Library, wildlife presentation at farm day and sponsorship of Darke County teams
participating in the Area IV Envirothon competition. The Envirothon involves nearly 500 students
from 18 counties in southwest Ohio.
Some of our adult education programs included: home
gardener workshops, tri-county pond clinic and a Soil
Fertility & Nutrient Management Workshop series. The Soil
Fertility & Nutrient Management workshop series has
reached over 100 land owners in and around the county.
Participants of this workshop pull soil samples, learn how to
read a soil report and eventually develop a plan for the area
where the soil sample was taken.
Various other presentations were given around the county on soil & water conservation, wildlife
management, non-point source pollution, agriculture, and forestry. The board of supervisors
would like to thank our affiliate members. If you are interested in supporting some of our
education
programs
in
2018,
please
contact
the
office
at
937-548-1752.
Sincerely, Gary Goettemoeller, Chairman

THANK YOU 2017 AFFILIATE MEMBERS!
Ansonia Lumber Company
Cy Schwieterman, Inc.
Darke County Farm Bureau
Darke County Farmers Union
Darke Rural Electric
Diane Evans-State Farm Insurance
Farm Credit Mid-America
Greenville National Bank
Grow Excavating LLC
Harrod & Harrod Farms LLC
Hollinger Excavating
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Hupman Land Care & Landscaping
Keller Feed and Grain
Menke Consulting Inc.
Mote & Associates
The Andersons Marathon LLC
North Star Hardware
Otte Ag, LLC
Park National Bank/Second National Bank
Reforestation Wildlife Services
St. Henry Tile/ Wayne Builders
Theodore Finnarn, Attorney
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Ohio Farmers Reminded of Winter Manure Application BMPs
REYNOLDSBURG, Ohio – With the winter season upon us, the Ohio Department of Agriculture
Division of Soil and Water Conservation would like to remind producers and nutrient applicators
of laws and restrictions on manure application.
Signed into law by Governor John R. Kasich in July 2015, Ohio Senate Bill 1 clarifies and
enhances the restrictions on manure application within the Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB).
Application restrictions in the WLEB include:
• On snow-covered or frozen soil;
• When the top 2 inches of the soil are saturated from precipitation;
 When the local weather forecast for the application area contains greater than fifty percent

chance
of
precipitation
exceeding
one-half
inch
in
a
24-hour
period.
o Applicators are responsible for checking and keeping forecast information before
application.
o Any source of weather prediction is acceptable.
Restrictions do not apply if:
• The manure is injected into the ground;
• Manure is incorporated with 24 hours of surface application, using a tillage tool operated at a
minimum of 3-4 inches deep;
• The manure is applied onto a growing crop;
• The chief of the Division of Soil and Water Conservation has provided written consent for an
emergency application. Contact the division in case of an emergency.
Producers in the Grand Lake St. Marys watershed are also reminded of the manure application
ban that starts on December 15th. Producers and manure applicators shall not apply manure
between December 15th and March 1st. Producers are also banned from surface applying manure
on frozen ground or ground covered with more than 1” of snow outside of the December 15th and
March 1st dates.
Producers in other areas of the state are reminded to use best management practices when
applying manure and follow USDA NRCS Field Office Technical Guide Standard 590. For more
information about manure application, producers and applicators can contact the ODA Division of
Soil and Water Conservation at 614-265-6610 or dswc@agri.ohio.gov.

Thank you Darke County Commissioners!
Matt Aultman, Mike Rhoades and Mike Stegall
The Darke Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors and Staff would like to
thank the Darke County Commissioners for their financial support and dedication to soil and
water conservation. The annual financial assistance from the county is matched by funds from the
state which enables the District to continue to provide assistance to all Darke County landowners.

THANK YOU!
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2018 Rain Barrel Contest
The Darke SWCD is asking county schools to participate in our 7th Annual Rain Barrel Decorating
Contest. This year’s theme is “Classic Movie Posters”. The school’s rain barrel needs to
encompass the theme for 2018 within the paint scheme.
Darke SWCD is asking our schools to get creative by choosing one or more classic movies and
decorate a barrel. Barrels should at least have a painted front; feel free to utilize the entire barrel
space. We ask the schools to not put their school name on the design, simply identify the
movie(s),
and
school
name
and
student
names
on
top
of
the
barrel.
Participating schools will cover the cost of all supplies to decorate their barrel. The rain barrel and
connector kit will be donated to each school to be used as a fundraiser or educational display.
Once barrels have been completed, Darke SWCD will display them around Greenville and at the
Fair to promote rain barrel use.
The winners of the rain barrel decorating contest will be decided by a panel of county residents
determined by the Darke SWCD. This panel will rank the barrels on design, creativity, theme use
and ability to follow guidelines. The panel will choose a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winner, these
winners will be awarded a cash prize. More information can be found at www.darkeswcd.com.

Darke SWCD Board Reorganization & Meeting Notice
Reorganization took place at the January 8, 2018 meeting of the board of supervisors for the Darke
Soil and Water Conservation District. Serving as Chairman for 2018 will be Gary Goettemoeller,
Wayne Township. Other officers elected were Tom Harrod, Allen Township, as Vice Chair; Monty
Stump, Greenville Township, as Treasurer; Bill Roll, Wabash Township, as Secretary; and Kevin
Jones from Adams Township, as Publicity.
Other roles for members of the board are nominating committee chair, which will be Monty Stump.
The Stillwater Watershed Project representatives will be Tom Harrod, Bill Roll and Gary
Goettemoeller.
For 2018, the Darke SWCD board of supervisors will hold their monthly board meetings on the
first Monday of each month at 8:00 a.m. The meetings will be held at the Darke SWCD office,
1117 Southtowne Court, Greenville. Special board meetings may be scheduled throughout the
year. If a special board meeting is necessary, the location, date and time will be posted on the
office door and www.darkeswcd.com. Meetings are subject to rescheduling; therefore, please call
937-548-1752 to verify meeting date and time. If you are interested in receiving meeting notices,
please contact the office to be placed on a phone or email notification list.
For additional information or if you would like notice of board meeting date/location/etc. changes
please contact the district office at 937-548-1752 or email jared.coppess@darkeswcd.com. The
Darke SWCD office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
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62nd Annual Meeting & Banquet Recap
The 62nd Annual Meeting and Banquet was held on November 20, 2017 at the Greenville VFW.
The featured speaker was David Marrison, Associate Professor and Extension Educator for OSU
Extension in Ashtabula County. Marrison presented some of the challenges he believes farmers
will be facing in 2018. Some of the key areas he covered were tax reform, farm bill, farm stress
and succession planning. Marrison will be coming back to Darke County for a “Farm Transition
and Succession” meeting on February 27, 2018. Contact the Darke County OSU Extension office
at 937-548-5215 for more information.
The main focus of the Annual Meeting and Banquet is to recognize important partners and
achievements in conservation from 2017. Darke SWCD recognized McGlinch Family Farms as the
Cooperator of the Year. The McGlinch Family also received the 2017 Conservation Family Farm
award at the Farm Science Review in 2017. McGlinch Family Farms has installed numerous
conservation practices, including, but not limited to, waterways, cover crops and no-till.

2017 Darke SWCD Cooperator of the Year McGlinch Family Farms

County Soils Contest Winner - Versailles FFA

On display throughout the banquet was the rain barrel contest winner from Mississinawa Valley.
The theme for 2017 contest was “A Celebration of Pollinators”. Other winners from Darke SWCD
educational programs included the county soils contest winners: Versailles FFA – 1st place rural
team, Ansonia FFA – 1st place urban team, and Greenville for the Area IV Envirothon.
The Annual Meeting and Banquet is always held in
conjunction with our supervisor election. This year there
were three candidates for two open seats. Kevin Jones,
Adams Twp., and Bill Roll, Wabash Twp., were elected to
serve a three-year term on the Darke SWCD Board.
Darke SWCD would like to thank everyone who attended
the banquet and hope you will join us again in 2018. It’s
never too early to mark your calendar, so reserve
Monday, November 19, 2018 for the 63rd Annual Meeting
and Banquet.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Maple Syrup Festival & Waffle Breakfast
Darke Co. Parks- Shawnee Prairie Preserve
Tree Orders & Payment Due
Tree Pickup– Darke SWCD Office

March 3
8:00am-12:00pm
March 23
April 10-12

Spring Soil Sampling

April 20

Scholarship Applications Due

April 20

Area IV Envirothon-Possum Creek MetroPark, Montgomery Co.

April 24

Rain Barrel Contest Submission Deadline

April 27

Educational Canoe Float
State Envirothon Competition– Cedarville University

June TBD
June 11-12

VISIT US ONLINE:
www.darkeswcd.com
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter

JANUARY 2018

