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Conservation Highlights
Serving Conservation Needs in Darke County Since 1955

2nd Annual Conservation Day Camp
Darke SWCD is excited to announce that on June 10th and 11th we will
host the second annual Conservation Day Camp! This camp is geared
for current Darke County 1st through 4th grade students.
During the event, we will provide students the opportunity to get
outside and learn about how their daily actions affect wildlife, water,
soil and the people around them. The goal of this camp is to provide
an interactive and hands-on approach to learning about the
environment. The camp will be held at Chenoweth Trails from 9:00am
to 3:00pm each day.
Registration is only $20 per student and includes lunches, snacks, and program materials. We have many
exciting activities planned including archery, fishing, forestry, bird house building and much more.
Registration is limited to the first 180 participants. Register online at
www.darkeswcd.com. Registration is filling up fast!
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2020 Tree Sales
The Darke Soil & Water Conservation District is conducting
its annual tree seedling sale through March 20th. The 2-3
year seedlings are bare root stock and each tree is dipped
into a preservative gel to keep roots moist. Our seedlings
are packaged in groups of five. An assortment of trees are
offered for sale to urban and rural landowners.
The plant varieties are selected for their popularity and
hardiness in the Darke County area. This is an economical
way to work toward establishing or adding to a wildlife
area, to create a windbreak, or landscaping. Prices range
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from $5-$10 in packets of 5 seedlings. We are also offering
larger varieties of some evergreens. See the enclosed order
form and species descriptions for more information.
Several new species are being offered for 2020. These
include White Pine, White Flowering Dogwood, Eastern
Redbud, Bur Oak, Hackberry, Spicebush and Common Lilac.
We are also offering a larger sizes of most varieties.
To order your trees, fertilizer tablets, rain barrels or other
items, fill out the enclosed form and bring it into the office
with your payment. You can also submit your tree sales
order online;
however, you must still mail or drop off
payment to the Darke SWCD office to finalize your order.
Sorry we do not accept credit cards!
Orders will not be accepted after March 20, 2020. Pick up
for orders is Tuesday, April 7th through Thursday, April 9th
at the Darke SWCD office– 1117 Southtowne Ct., Greenville.
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Gary Steinbrunner
Phone: 419-375-7708
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Manure basics:
calibrate your manure spreader
Originally published December 27, 2019 www.manuremanager.com
By: Chryseis Modderman
Whether you apply liquid or solid manure, applicator calibration is an important step that is often overlooked.
Taking a few extra moments – despite a busy schedule – to adjust your speed and settings will greatly improve
your confidence that you haven’t over- or under-applied nutrients – and eyeballing it isn’t going to work. A study
from Michigan State University found that only a quarter of farmers who didn’t calibrate were within 20 per cent
of their desired application rate. If you’ve already done the work of soil sampling, manure nutrient testing and
calculating application rate, why wouldn’t you calibrate your spreader to ensure you’re actually applying the
amount you had planned?

You should calibrate every couple of years, or whenever
manure consistency or equipment has changed. Note that the
application methods described here are for broadcast
applications of solid and liquid manure; manure injectors tend
to rely on flow meters for accuracy.

was spread.

How to calibrate
Calibration is a fairly simple process. The easiest method that
works for both solid and liquid manures is to weigh the
spreader before and after application to a small area.
Measure the length and width of the area to which manure

If you don’t have access to drive-on scales, the tarp method can be used for solid manure. You’ll need a scale,
a five-gallon bucket, and a tarp. First, weigh the empty bucket and tarp. Then, lay the tarp in the field with bricks
or rocks to hold down the edges. Measure the length and width of the tarp to get spread area. Next, apply
manure normally to the area with three passes (one directly over tarp, the other two on either side of the tarp)
to account for overlap. Then, fold up the tarp and place in bucket. Weigh the bucket and tarp full of manure.
Calculations
Math time! For both the weight and tarp method, you just need to extrapolate the amount spread over the small
area/tarp to amount per acre. To do this, you first need to figure out how much manure was spread over the
small area/tarp. Subtract the after-application spreader weight or empty bucket/tarp weight (in pounds) from
the full spreader or full bucket/tarp weight to get pounds of manure spread. Then, divide that number by the
area spread/tarp area (in square feet). Multiply by 21.8 to get tons of manure applied per acre. Note that 21.8
is derived from 43,560 square feet per acre divided by 2,000 pounds per ton – a different number will need to
be used for metric units. This method will work for solid manure.

For liquid manure, since it is applied in gallons per acre, not tons, you’ll need to do an extra step. To convert
tons per acre to gallons per acre, you’ll need to find the density of your manure – yes, it’s different than the
density of water. This is also fairly simple. Just weigh an empty five-gallon bucket (or any container of known
volume), and then weigh it again full of manure. Subtract those numbers to find how much manure occupies a

Manure basics continued
five-gallon space. Divide five gallons by the manure weight in pounds, and then multiply by 2,000 to get gallons
per ton. Finally, multiply that number by the tons per acre you calculated earlier to get gallons per acre.
From here, you can decide to adjust speed or equipment settings to spread more or less
per acre.

It is a good idea to repeat the calibration process a few times to get a good idea of application rate. Make sure
to record your settings for future reference. Happy spreading!

Thank you
Darke County Commissioners
Matt Aultman, Mike Rhoades & Mike Stegall
The Darke Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors and Staff would like to thank the Darke
County Commissioners for their financial support and dedication to soil and water conservation. The annual
financial assistance from the county is matched by funds from the state which enables the District to continue
to provide assistance to all Darke County landowners

Thank you!!

Doug Schwieterman
4240 St. Rt. 49
Arcanum, OH 45304

Office: 937-548-3965
Mobile: 419-953-5727
Email: doug@cys-inc.com

Conservation Camp Counselors Needed
Darke Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) is seeking responsible, energetic high school and college
students to serve as counselors for the 2nd Annual Conservation Day Camp at Chenoweth Trails on June 10th
and 11th. These counselors will serve as guides for the groups of elementary students or as helpers for one of
the activity stations. The goal of this camp is to provide students the opportunity to get outside and learn
about how their daily actions affect wildlife, water, soil and the people around them.
Serving as a camp counselor is a way to develop leadership, responsibility and teamwork skills. It is also a
great way to build a leadership portfolio for future goals such as 4-H Camp Counselor, Junior Fair Board
member and applications for college, scholarships and jobs. Application forms are available online at
www.darkeswcd.com or at the Darke SWCD office located at 1117 Southtowne Ct. in Greenville. The
application deadline is April 10th at 4:00pm.

Stay up to date! Like us on Facebook & follow us on Twitter
www.facebook.com/DarkeSWCD

www.twitter.com/DarkeSWCD

Spring Manure Application Challenges
As we approach spring, Darke SWCD staff encourages livestock
producers and farm operators to be attentive when applying manure
and fertilizer to local fields. From social media to increasing public
awareness about livestock facilities and issues with some lakes and
rivers across the state, producers are under increasing scrutiny,
especially when handling manure.
With increased rainfall over the past several months, soil conditions
have been unfavorable for manure application. Increased soil
moisture increases the chance of nutrient transport and loss as
applied manure will infiltrate slower which leads to a greater risk of
runoff. There is also a greater risk of manure movement to tile lines. It is important to follow best
management practices to minimize the negative environmental impacts and ensure producers benefit from the
manure’s fertilizer value.
Here are some ways that producers can minimize the risk of nutrient loss:


Reduce application rates or do split applications. Liquid manure applications increase soil moisture further
(ex. 13,500 gallons per acre is equivalent to a 1/2-inch rainfall event).



Carefully choose application fields. Some fields pose a higher risk due to slope, proximity to streams,
systematic tiling or being naturally wet. Apply in the drier locations of the field.



Use tile plugs and pump-out ports if available and as the watershed allows. Be aware to not back up
basement drains and septic systems of neighboring homes.



Follow contours of the field. This allows less opportunity for flow from rainfall events shortly after
application.



Choose fields with surface residue or a growing cover crop. Increased surface residue and cover crops tend
to have less runoff and less erosion than bare fields.



Increase setback distances from sinkholes, tile inlets, streams, waterways and ponds.



Follow your manure management plan. Pay attention to nutrient soil test results and apply on fields that
need the nutrients. Treat manure as a fertilizer that has a nutrient value.



Watch the forecast. The highest risk for nutrient loss is within the first 48-hours of manure application.
Manure application is not recommended when there is greater than a 50% chance of rainfall of more than
1/2-inch forecast within 24 hours. Keep forecast records with your manure application records.
Remember, these recommendations do
not eliminate the risk for nutrient loss,
but they can minimize it. In the event of a
agricultural pollution incident, following
best management practices shows effort
by the producer to reduce the risks
associated with manure application.

Phone: 765.962.1527
harvestlandcoop.com

64th Annual Meeting & Banquet Recap
The 64th Annual Meeting and Banquet was held on November
25, 2019 at the American Legion Post 140. The featured
speaker was Kirstie Zontini, Meteorologist for WHIO Channel
7. Zontini presented on the wild weather of 2019 and looked
ahead to the winter 2020 forecast.

Rural Individual Soils Winner– Deanna Hesson

Scholarship Winner– Seth Rinderle

The main focus of the Annual Meeting and Banquet is to
recognize important partners and achievements in
conservation from 2019. Darke SWCD recognized Dena
Wuebker as the Cooperator of the Year. Greenville National
Bank (GNB) was also recognized as the first 50 year affiliate
member.
On display throughout the banquet were the rain barrel
contest winners from Greenville FFA and Mississinawa
Valley Art. The theme for 2019 contest was “Iconic
Moments in Sports History”. Other winners from Darke
SWCD educational programs included the county soils
contest winners: Tri-Village FFA – 1st place rural and urban
teams, Deanna Hesson– 1st place rural individual, Maddie
Downing– 1st place urban individual, scholarship winner
Seth Rinderle and Greenville for the Area IV Envirothon.
The Annual Meeting and Banquet is always held in
conjunction with our supervisor election. This year there
were two candidates for one open seat. Monty Stump,
Greenville Twp., was elected to serve a three-year term on
the Darke SWCD Board.

Rural and Urban Soils Contest Winners–
Tri-Village FFA

Darke SWCD would like to thank everyone who attended the
banquet and hope you will join us again in 2020. It’s never
too early to mark your calendar, so reserve Monday,
November 23, 2020 for the 65th Annual Meeting and Banquet.

Kevin C. Otte

Consultant, CCA, CPCC-I, CAB
7368 Indian Trail Road
Maria Stein, OH 45860

(937) 564-1567
Featured Speaker: Kirstie Zontini

kevin@otte-ag1.com

Independent Agronomic Consulting for Sustainable Agriculture

Greenville National Bank
50 Year Affiliate Member
Darke SWCD would like to recognize our first 50 year affiliate member, Greenville National Bank (GNB). GNB
is a full-service, independent, community bank with 10 locations. GNB prides themselves on being
hometown people serving hometown people. They are committed to the communities they serve. Even as
GNB has grown, they have kept that commitment through their support in businesses, schools, organizations
and events in each and every community they serve. That commitment to the community is what Darke
SWCD wishes to recognize.
“Greenville National Bank is honored to be recognized as an affiliate member of the Darke Soil & Water
Conservation District for the past 50 years. GNB is committed to agriculture and the farm families who make
Darke County one of the top agricultural production counties in the State of Ohio. Thank you to Darke SWCD
for being a big part of that success. “

2019 Cooperator of the Year
Dena Wuebker
The 2019 Cooperator of the Year is Dena Wuebker, Versailles High School Agricultural Education Instructor
and FFA Advisor.
Dena has taught at Versailles High School since 1994 and has belonged to numerous boards and
committees throughout her career. In addition to teaching agricultural and environmental systems career
pathway courses, she supervises the activities of the Versailles FFA chapter and 25 capstone students.
For 25 years, Dena has been preparing her students for a future in agriculture. She consistently has teams
participate in the county soils contest while helping the district to organize the competition. Her teams
finish at or near the top annually. Dena continues to utilize the resources the district has to offer in her
classroom.

Affiliate Membership Drive

Membership Supports:

The Board of Supervisors for the Darke Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD) is conducting their annual affiliate membership drive. Our affiliate
members provide much needed funding to help the district offer technical
guidance, education and programs focused on conservation needs in Darke
County.

Adult Workshops

Some of the opportunities affiliate membership supports include: adult
workshops, county land judging contest, sponsorship of Darke County teams
participating in the Area IV Envirothon, in-classroom education programs,
lending library materials, youth workshops and a scholarship opportunity.
Thanks to our affiliate members, these programs and others are available for
schools and community groups.
New in 2019, we hosted the 1st Annual Darke County Conservation Day Camp
with 150 elementary students. This two day event provided students an
outdoor, hands-on opportunity to learn about the importance of conservation
and the relationship between people and their environment. We look forward
to expanding to 180 students for 2020!
The past support of conservation education programs from our affiliate
members is greatly appreciated and we thank those who participated in 2019.
We invite those who have never contributed to please consider this
worthwhile opportunity. Our affiliate members are recognized at our banquet
in November, on our website and in our quarterly e-newsletter. New this year,
you can include a business card with your affiliate membership form and we
will include it in our e-newsletter.
We appreciate your consideration and support for
conservation education in Darke County.

~
Conservation Day Camp

~
County Land Judging
Contest

~
Darke County Area IV
Envirothon Teams

~
In-Classroom Education
Programs

~
Lending Library Materials

~
Scholarship

~
Youth Workshops
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Arcanum, OH 45304
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10539 Kley Road, Versailles

937.526.5705

1120 Fort Jefferson Avenue, PO Box 278
Greenville, OH 45331
Phone: 937-548-4114 www.darkerec.com

Phone: 419.678.3867

ahs@stachlerconcrete.com

SWCD Board Reorganization
& Meeting Notice
Newly elected supervisor, Monty Stump, was sworn into office during the January 6, 2020 Darke Soil & Water
Conservation District (SWCD) meeting. Board reorganization took place and Bill Roll, Wabash Township,
was elected to serve as Chairman for 2020. Other officers elected were Kevin Jones from Adams Township,
as Vice Chair; Monty Stump, Greenville Township, as Treasurer; Gary Goettemoeller, Wayne Township, as
Secretary; and Tom Harrod, Mississinawa Township, as Publicity. Monty Stump will also serve as Chairman
for the nominating committee.
For 2020, the Darke SWCD board of supervisors will hold their monthly board meetings on the first Monday
of each month at 8:00 a.m. The meetings will be held at the Darke SWCD office, 1117 Southtowne Court,
Greenville. Special board meetings may be scheduled throughout the year. If a special board meeting is
necessary, the location, date and time will be posted on the
office door and www.darkeswcd.com. Meetings are subject to rescheduling; therefore, please call 937-5481715, extension 3 to verify meeting date and time. If you are interested in receiving meeting notices, please
contact the office to be placed on a phone or email notification list.
For additional information or if you would like notice of board meeting date/location/etc. changes please
contact the district office at 937-548-1715, extension 3 or email jared.coppess@darkeswcd.com. The Darke
SWCD office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Thank you 2019 Affiliate Members
Ansonia Lumber Company

Harvest Land Co-Op

Miami Ag Drainage

Aultman Farm & Livestock

Hittle Buick GMC

Mote & Associates

Cy Schwieterman, Inc.

Hollinger Excavating

North Star Hardware & Implement

Darke County Farm Bureau

Jordan Agency

Otte Ag, LLC

Darke County Farmers Union

Kahlig Dozing & Excavating, Inc.

Reforestation Wildlife Services

Darke Rural Electric

Keller Feed and Grain

Second National Bank

Farm Credit Mid-America

Kuntz Ag Products & Services, LLC

St. Henry Tile/ Wayne Builders

Greenville National Bank

Leis Realty Co.

Suncrest Ag, LLC

Grow Excavating LLC

Loudy Office Machines

Theodore Finnarn, Attorney

Harrod & Harrod Farms LLC

Menke Consulting Inc.

Worch Lumber Inc.

Harrod & Harrod Farms LLC
Tom Harrod
Korey Harrod
Your Local Full Service Lumber Yard Since 1888
937.996.1141

217 W Wayne St., New Madison

Rossburg, Ohio

Upcoming Events
Tree Orders & Payment Due

March 20

First Friday: Scavenger Hunt
Downtown Greenville

April 3
6-9pm

Tree Pickup
Darke SWCD Office

April 7-9

Spring Soil Sampling

April 17

Scholarship Applications Due

April 24

Area IV Envirothon
Chenoweth Trails, Darke County

April 28

First Friday: Upper Floor Tour
Registration Required, Main Street Greenville

May 1
6-9pm

Fish Fingerling Orders Due

May 15

Fish Fingerling Sale Pick-up

May 21

Downtown Planting Day
Downtown Greenville

May 23
8-11am

Office Closed– Memorial Day

May 25

Downtown Greenville Farmers’ Market
Downtown Greenville

June 6– Oct 10
9am-1pm

Educational Canoe Float

June 5

Darke County Conservation Day Camp

June 10-11

Darke SWCD Staff

Darke NRCS Staff

Brian Cope– Technician
Jared Coppess– District Administrator
Elizabeth Farver– Nutrient Mgmt Technician
Tim Rank– Technician
Doug Steinbrunner– Wildlife Specialist/Technician

Jim Bennett– District Conservationist
John Bleill– Civil Engineering Technician

Daniel Francis– Pheasants Forever Wildlife Biologist
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