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Conservation Highlights 

WASHINGTON — Myths surrounding cover crops typically fall into one of two camps. The first camp is that of 

detriment, with concerns about available moisture being sucked up in a drought prone area or fear that cash 

crop yields will be hurt. The second is misplaced expectations – placing cover crops on a pedestal as the Holy 

Grail to simultaneously fix every production woe. 

Below, Rob Myers, Director of the Center for Regenerative Agriculture at University of Missouri, and Jerry Hall, 

Director of Research for GO SEED, bust eight of the most common cover crop myths. 

1. There will be interference with cash crop production 

“This is the most common myth out there. Understandably, farmers have a lot of 

acres to plant in the spring and need to do it when the weather window is right,” 

explains Myers. 

From data collected in the 2019-2020 

National Cover Crop Survey, conducted by the 
non-profit Conservation Technology 

Information Center, farmers utilizing cover 

crops were found to often plant earlier 

following a cover crop due to an improvement 

in field conditions. This was evident in 2019 

when 19 million acres were not able to be 

planted due to an oversaturated spring. 

Farmers that were planting green into a 

standing cover crop reported that they were often able to get into the field when 

their neighbors practicing conventional tillage were not. Sometimes the difference 

is just a few days, but every day counts in a busy spring planting season. 

“Cover crops are very beneficial in building soil structure and internal drainage 

systems that help deal with heavy rainfall. The cover crops root systems create 
channels for precipitation to flow deeper into the soil, minimizing run-off,” adds 

Myers. 

However, making sure a cover crop doesn’t interfere with cash crop production 
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Myth-busting 8 Common Beliefs About Cover Crops 
Cover crop expert Rob Myers debunks some of the most common myths about cover crops 

From hurting cash crop yields to being the silver 
bullet that will simultaneously address every 
production challenge, cover crops come with a 
number of myths. (Courtesy Photo) 



does come with consideration. If cover crop termination is timed wrong, planting can be delayed due to the 
decaying cover crops creating a wet mat across fields – termination timing is especially important to get right 

if the cover crop was high in biomass. First time users of cover crops may want to experiment with planting 
green on a modest acreage before making it a common practice. 

2. Cash crop yields will take a hit 

In a business running on tight margins, farmers looking to integrate cover crops into their systems are right to 

be concerned about the impact they can have on yield. The myth about cash crops seeing a reduction in yield 

following cover crops typically stems from issues seen when a monoculture of cereal rye is used before corn. 

“A monoculture of cereal rye has a high carbon to nitrogen ratio (C:N). As a 
result, the microbes in the soil will utilize the nitrogen applied during the 

sowing of corn so that it can break down the high C:N organic material from 

the cereal rye. The microbes will tie up nitrogen in the soil that the corn needs 

early on and the corn yield can suffer as result. To avoid yield losses in corn 
following cereal rye, be sure to provide extra nitrogen at the time of planting 

corn or sow other species with the cereal rye that have a lower C:N ration, 

such as clovers, peas, or vetch,” says Hall. “Terminating the rye early can also 
help avoid nitrogen tie-up issues and potential yield loss as the C:N ratio will 

increase as the plant matures and the percent lignin increases.” 

Aside from adjusting nitrogen applications in a case like this, yield reductions 
can also be avoided by simply matching the cover crop life cycle and nutrient 

output to the cash crop. 

“For example, soybean crops will benefit from nitrogen later in the growing 

season. If the soybean is following a high C:N cover crop such as rye the 

soybean plant will respond by forming a more robust root system and form 
greater nodulation and associations with rhizobia. This typically results in a 

small yield bump following cereal rye, with the yield difference increasing over a period of years as soil health 
and rhizobia population in the soil improves,” explains Hall. “As a rule of thumb, high C:N covers before 

legumes and low C:N covers should precede grains.” 

More importantly, don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater over this myth and keep the overall production 

picture in mind. According to Myers, taking a more holistic approach will not only allow input efficiency in the 
short term, but our data shows that it will improve productivity in the long term due to soil health 

improvements. 

“Don’t expect miracles, but a 3-5% increase in yield after a few years of strategic cover crop use is not out of 

the question. Bigger yield benefits from cover crops will likely be seen in dry years and sometimes in 

excessively wet years, as cover crops improve the resiliency of the cropping system through soil 
improvements,” says Myers. 

Cover Crops Continued 

A common myth is that cover crops will 

interfere with cash crop production. 
According to Rob Myers, producers need 

to consider termination timing and how 

the cover crop will decay when making 
management decisions. (Courtesy Photo) 





3. Water availability will be reduced for the subsequent crop 

Decades ago, there were huge concerns about cover crops sucking up too much ground moisture, reducing 

availability for the subsequent cash crop. According to Myers, the improvements that cover crops contribute to 

soil resiliency make this concern no longer relevant for most producers. Diverse root structures will aid in 

water and nutrient circulation while helping soils drain. Higher levels of organic matter will also serve as a 
sponge to lock moisture into the soil. 

“While the benefits are many, producers in areas with low annual rainfall or regular extended dry spells do need 

to manage cover crops based on weather patterns to ensure moisture availability is not an issue for the 

following crop,” explains Myers. “For example, if an area is heading into a dry spring, then it is best to 

terminate the cover crop early to ensure adequate soil availability ahead of planting. If weather conditions are 

going to be more saturated, then the cover crop can be allowed to keep growing longer and can help reduce 

excess soil moisture. 

“With that being said, it is a smart practice for any producer in any part of the country to pay attention to 
weather when forming a cover crop termination strategy.” 

4. New pests will be introduced 

With the introduction of new species in a field, comes the concern of attracting new pests. 

In certain regions, slugs are at the top of the list due to residues giving them an ideal environment but adopting 

different management strategies will help mitigate this. If a cover crop is terminated well ahead of planting 

and biomass disintegrates, slugs will likely go after the emerging cash crop. 

“If termination happens at planting or shortly after, slugs will typically remain on the cover crop and damage to 

the emerging plants will be significantly reduced,” adds Myers. “Adjusting use of insecticide seed treatments 

can also allow for more ground beetles that are the natural control agent for slugs.” 

Another pest that draws concern is voles. Their presence varies from county to county and even farm to farm, 

but increased residues from cover crops or no-till can cause a surge in population. 

“Fieldwork is finding that planting things like crimson clover and brassicas tend to be less attractive to voles 
than the likes of winter cereals such as cereal rye. Another helpful tactic for thinning out the population is to 

encourage birds of prey to the area by providing field edge perches,” says Myers. 
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Perhaps the biggest concern regarding pests is the “green bridge.” The idea of a green bridge is that some 
insect or disease pests may feed on the cover crop and then move from the cover crop to attacking the 

emerging cash crop. While researchers are still studying how much of a problem this is, early indications show 

that there is less of an issue with insects jumping from the cover crop to a newly emerging crop if termination 

happens shortly after or immediately before planting the cash crop. 

5. Soil temperatures will remain too cold 

According to Myers, this myth originated from issues northern farmers were having when first starting no-tilling 

and soil temperatures were slow to warm up in the spring which eventually led to the adoption of strip-tilling in 

cooler regions. 

While dead crop residue in a no-till system can keep soil temperatures cooler in spring, it is a different ball 

game once cover crops are introduced. Having a living and growing crop in the ground creates a respiration 

system that generates energy. The extra energy in the living cover crop system and active soil microbial system 
usually leads to soils that are comparable in temperature to tilled fields and warmer than no-till fields with no 

cover crops. 

6. Pollinators will be fed 

Any cover crop can provide habitat for pollinator insects, but for pollinators to have food, they need cover crops 

that are allowed to reach the flowering stage. In the past, many cover crops were terminated before flowering. 

More recently, as farmers see the benefits of letting cover crops grow longer, some cover crops are at least 
briefly reaching the flowering stage before termination. 

“Cover crop maturity is only part of the equation. To best support a thriving habitat for pollinators, we also need 

to provide more biodiversity. Sometimes that is possible to do with field borders, but it will be more effective if 

carried throughout the entire field,” says Myers. 

To do this, he recommends planting a small grain with a multi-species cover crop “cocktail” that can provide 

pollen sources through the summer and into the fall. Such diverse blends of cover crops, if planned well with 

some high biomass species, can also help speed up the process of soil health improvements. 

7. Seed is too expensive 

In 2012, the National Cover Crop Survey found cover crop seed to cost between $20-40 per acre with a median 

of $25 per acre. As time has gone on and management practices have improved, farmers have significantly 

economized through more efficient application and drilling. In the most  

recent survey, cover crop seed cost is now running between $15-20 per acre on average. Some producers get 

costs down to as low as $10 per acre. 

“When looking to cut costs, it is important to note that it does pay to buy quality seed that has been tested for 

germination and purity, and that comes from genetics proven to perform – otherwise, a cover crop is set up to 
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Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

fail before it is even in the ground,” says Hall. “It is also important to look at seed counts per pound of seed. 
Sometimes there can be large variations within a species, by adjusting your seeding rate to reflect the seeds 

per pound you can save a substantial amount of money per acre.” 

According to Myers, there is currently more money than ever before in government 

programs that provide cover crop incentive payments, so producers looking to reduce 
seed costs should also reach out to the NRCS and state programs for available 

opportunities. 

“It’s important not to solely focus on seed costs. As mentioned before, over time 

cover crops will improve the soil and really start to pay for themselves. A national 

USDA-SARE report on cover crop economics found that cover crops typically break 

even in profit for corn and soybeans within three years of use, providing a net profit 

for years afterward,” adds Myers. “Some practices, such as using cover crops to help 

with herbicide-resistant weeds, deal with compaction, or for livestock grazing can 

speed up the profit return. Because of the long-term gains to profitability, most 
farmers who give cover crop a fair trial for a few years swear they will never go 

without them due to the positive returns that occur with time.” 

8. They are the silver bullet 

When implemented strategically, cover crops can build organic matter, improve soil 

structure, combat erosion and compaction issues, fix notable amounts of nitrogen, increase water holding 
capability… and the list goes on. But here’s the catch-22, cover crops cannot fix production issues overnight, 

and some cover crops are better than others for certain objectives such as weed control or nutrient 

management. 

“Instead of being a silver bullet that completely fixes a single problem, cover crop’s function more like a silver 

shotgun providing broad coverage to gradually improve cropping system challenges,” concludes Myers. “It is 
best if they are used with specific goals in mind. Addressing field challenges with cover crops is going to take 

time, patience and strategy.” 

–GOSEED 

Originally published on morningagclips.com 
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To keep seed costs down, GO 

SEED’s Director of Research 
Jerry Hall recommends 

producers select quality seed 

that has had a germination 
test and to adjust seed rate to 

reflect seeds per pound. 

(Courtesy Photo)  



2021 Annual Tree Seedling Sale 
The Darke Soil & Water Conservation District is conducting its annual tree seedling sale through March 19th. 
New species offered for 2021 include: Pin Oak, Paper Birch, Bald Cypress, Persimmon, Black Chokeberry and 

Black Elderberry. We are also offering a limited supply of Seedless Concord Grape vines. 

The 1-3 year seedlings are bare root stock and are dipped into a preservative gel to keep roots moist.   All 

tree seedlings are packaged in groups of five. Concord grape vines are sold individually.  

The plant varieties are selected for their popularity and hardiness in the Darke County area. This is an 

economical way to work toward establishing or adding to a wildlife area, to create a windbreak, or 

landscaping.  Prices range from $6-$12 per packet. Tree sizes are dependent on 

variety, be sure to check the order form for sizing. The enclosed order form 

includes all species descriptions and additional items for purchase. 

To order your trees, fertilizer tablets, rain barrels or other items, fill out the 

enclosed form  and bring or mail it into the office with your payment. You can 

also submit your tree sales order online; however, you must still mail or drop off 

payment to the Darke SWCD office to finalize your order. Sorry we do not accept 

credit cards. 

Orders will not be accepted after March 19, 2021. Pick up for orders is 

Wednesday, April 7th and Thursday, April 8th at the Darke SWCD office–  

1117 Southtowne Ct., Greenville.  

We are pleased to bring back the annual Soil and Water Stewardship Poster 

Contest to Darke County! Darke Soil and Water Conservation District is 

sponsoring the contest that is open to all Darke County students in grades 5
-8. 

The purpose of this contest is to provide students with the opportunity to 

share their thoughts about soil, water and related natural resource issues. 

Project Based Learning through poster design and researching the theme, 

can give students a voice in the community about important conservation 

issues. Good posters tell important stories to present and future generations. Poster’s capture people’s 
attention with a powerful graphic and inspire with a message for your community.  

“Healthy Forests = Healthy Communities” is the theme selected for 2021 by the National Association of 

Conservation Districts (NACD). Posters are due in the Darke SWCD office by 4:00pm on March 26, 2021.  

Posters will be judged in two grade level categories: Grades 5-6 or Grades 7-8. Awards will be handed out 
for each grade level category. First through third place winners in each category will receive a ribbon and a 

monetary prize. Monetary prizes include: 1st place-$30; 2nd place- $20 & 3rd place- $10.  

The first place winner from each category will advance to the state competition with the chance to advance 
to the national competition. Students must complete an entry form with parent signature and tape it to the 
back of their poster for the submission to be eligible. Entry forms are available on our website, 
www.darkeswcd.com. Rules, guidelines and helpful information are also found on our website.  

2021 Poster Contest 

http://www.darkeswcd.com


REYNOLDSBURG, OH – A population of the invasive Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) has been found in Mingo Junction 
just south of Steubenville, along the Ohio River. The initial report came from a resident who spotted a dead 

adult SLF on a commercial building on October 19, 2020. When Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) Plant 

Pest Control inspectors arrived, they were able to capture five live adult 

SLF in trees located nearby. 

ODA has been working with the United States Department of Agriculture, 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Ohio State University Extension, 

and the Ohio Grape Industries Committee to do visual surveys, insect 

trapping, and outreach in the region. 

SLF is a great concern to the grape and wine industry. The insect is fond of grapevines, fruit trees, hops, 

blueberry, oak, pine, poplar, and walnut. Adult SLF are attracted to the invasive Ailanthus tree, also known as 

tree-of-heaven, while nymphs feed on a wide range of hosts. Both adults and nymphs feed on stems and 

leaves, causing sap bleeding and reduced photosynthesis, which can eventually kill the plant. 

Now through November is the best time to spot the SLF because it is in its most recognizable stages as a 
colorful winged adult plant hopper. After hatching in the late spring, the SLF goes through four nymph stages. 

By midsummer, the nymph SLF can be identified by its red body, roughly a half-inch in size, with black stripes 

and white dots. During the late summer until roughly November, the SLF is in the adult stage. These adults are 
larger, roughly one inch in size, with black bodies and brightly colored wings. 

The public is the first line of defense against the SLF. If you believe you have seen an SLF in your area, you can 

easily report a suspected infestation by going to ODA’s Spotted Lanternfly Information Page and filling out a 
suspected infestation report. You may also call the Plant Pest Control Division at 614-728-6400. 

For more information about the spotted lanternfly and what you can do to help, please visit the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture Plant Health website. 

Spotted Lanternfly Found in Jefferson County 

Thank you 2020 Affiliate Members 
Ansonia Lumber Company 

Aultman Farm & Livestock 

Cooper Farms 

Cy Schwieterman, Inc. 

Darke County Farm Bureau 

Darke County Farmers Union 

Darke Rural Electric Cooperative 

Farm Credit Mid-America 

Flaig Lumber Co, Inc. 

Graves-Fearon Agency 

Greenville National Bank 

Harrod & Harrod Farms LLC 

Harvest Land Co-Op 

Hollinger Excavating 

Kahlig Dozing & Excavating, Inc. 

Kuntz Ag Products & Services, LLC 

Menke Consulting Inc. 

Mote & Associates 

Nancy’s Blankets 

North Star Hardware & Implement 

NUPCO Plastic Tubing, Inc. 

Otte Ag, LLC 

Park National Bank 

Reforestation & Wildlife Services 

St. Henry Tile/ Wayne Builders 

Stachler Concrete Inc. 

The Conservationist 

Theodore Finnarn, Attorney 

 

https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/plant-health/invasive-pests/slf


Remember Setbacks when Applying 

Manure in Winter 
By Glen Arnold, CCA, Ohio State University Extension 

Some Ohio livestock producers will be looking to apply manure to farm fields frozen enough to support 

application equipment. Permitted farms are not allowed to apply manure in the winter unless it is an extreme 

emergency, and then movement to other suitable storage is usually the selected alternative. Thus, this 

information is for manure from non-permitted livestock operations. 

In the Grand Lake St Marys watershed, the winter manure application ban from Dec. 15 to March 1 is still in 

effect. Thus, no manure application would normally be allowed from now until March 1. The ban also prohibits 

surface manure application anytime the ground is frozen or snow-covered in that watershed. 

In the Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB) watershed, the surface 

application of manure to frozen and snow-covered soils require there 
to be a growing crop in the field. This could be a pasture, alfalfa, clover, 

wheat, or a ryegrass crop. There must be enough vegetation visible to 

provide a 90% cover of residue and growing vegetation. Radishes and 
oats would not qualify as a growing crop as both are typically winter 

killed. Manure can be applied to fields without growing crops if the 

manure is incorporated at the time of application or incorporated 
within 24 hours of application. 

The rainfall rule for surface manure application in the WLEB is a weather forecast saying “not greater than a 

50% chance of a half inch or more of rain in the next 24 hours.” It is advisable to print out the weather forecast 

when you start applying manure so you have the needed proof if an unexpected storm drenches the area. 
Weather.gov is the most commonly accepted website for this forecast. On this web page, you can type in the 

zip code and get a seven-day forecast. On the lower right-hand side of the seven-day forecast page, is an 

hourly weather forecast that will provide a 48-hour weather forecast graph.  

Winter manure application rates should follow the NRCS 590 standards, which limit solid manure application 

amounts to five tons per acre and liquid manure application amounts to 5,000 gallons per acre. The standards 
have 200-foot setback distances from ditches, streams and creeks and must be on slopes of less than 6% and 

less than 20 acre areas in size without additional buffers. These setbacks exist because as snow melts, it can 

carry manure to streams and ditches. These 200-foot setback distances apply to both liquid and solid manure 
application. In recent years there have been several fines levied 

against livestock producers applying manure too close to ditches and 

streams. 

As always, examine fields for tile blowouts, monitor tile outlets 

before, during, and after manure application.  

https://agcrops.osu.edu/people/glen-arnold-cca


Darke SWCD is excited to announce that on June 9th and 10th, Darke 

County Conservation Day Camp is back! This camp is for current 1st 

through 4th grade students. 

During the event, we will provide students the opportunity to get outside 
and learn about how their daily actions affect wildlife, water, soil and the 

people around them. The goal of this camp is to provide an interactive 

and hands-on approach to learning about the environment. The camp 

will be held at Chenoweth Trails from 9:00am to 3:00pm each day.  

Registration will be $20 per student and includes lunches, snacks, and 

program materials. We have many exciting activities planned including archery, fishing, water quality, bird 
house building and much more! Registration will open on March 12th and will be  limited to the first 200 

participants. Visit www.darkeswcd.com for more information or to register. 

Thank you to all of our camp sponsors!  

Conservation Day Camp 

Cabot Creamery  

Cargill 

Hollinger Excavating 

McGlinch Family Farms 

Interested in becoming a camp sponsor?  

See the enclosed affiliate member application for an opportunity! 

Stay up to date! Like us on Facebook & follow us on Twitter 

           www.facebook.com/DarkeSWCD           www.twitter.com/DarkeSWCD 

Edison State Community College:  

Agriculture Department  







708 N Main Street 

Arcanum, OH 45304 

Graves-Fearon Agency 

Phone: 937-692-5318      Email: mike@fearoninsurance.com 

Conservation Camp 

Counselors Needed 

Darke Soil & Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) is seeking 

responsible, energetic high 

school and college students to 
serve as counselors for the 2nd 

Annual Conservation Day Camp 

at Chenoweth Trails on June 9th 
and 10th. These counselors will 

serve as guides for the groups of elementary 
students or as helpers for one of the activity 

stations. The goal of this camp is to provide 

students the opportunity to get outside and learn 
about how their daily actions affect wildlife, water, 

soil and the people around them. 

 

Serving as a camp counselor is a way to develop 
leadership, responsibility and teamwork skills. It is 

also a great way to build a leadership portfolio for 

future goals such as 4-H Camp Counselor, Junior 
Fair Board member and applications for college, 

scholarships and jobs. Application forms are 

available online at www.darkeswcd.com or at the 
Darke SWCD office located at 1117 Southtowne Ct. 

in Greenville. The application deadline is April 23rd 
at 4:00pm.  

5228 State Route 118 

Coldwater, OH 45828 

Kenn-Feld Group 

Phone: 419-678-2375         kennfeldgroup.com 

2400 Industrial Drive 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Phone: 937-419-7149  
cargillag.com 

Phone: 937-448-2191 

info@cfpoeppelman.com 

Thank you Darke County Commissioners 
Matt Aultman, Larry Holmes & Mike Stegall 

The Darke Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors and Staff would like to thank the Darke 

County Commissioners for their financial support and dedication to soil and water conservation. The annual 

financial assistance from the county is matched by funds from the state which enables the District to continue 

to provide assistance to all Darke County landowners 

Thank you!! 

http://www.darkeswcd.com


Affiliate Membership Drive 
The Board of Supervisors for the Darke Soil & Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) is conducting their annual affiliate membership drive. Our affiliate 

members provide much needed funding to help the district offer technical 

guidance, education and programs focused on conservation needs in Darke 

County.  

Some of the opportunities affiliate 
membership supports include: 

Conservation Day Camp, adult 

workshops, county land judging contest, 

sponsorship of Darke County teams 

participating in the Area IV Envirothon, in-

classroom education programs, lending 

library materials, youth workshops and a 
scholarship opportunity. Thanks to our 

affiliate members, these programs and others are available for schools and 

community groups. 

The past support of conservation education programs from our affiliate 

members is greatly appreciated and we thank those who participated in 2020. 

We invite those who have never contributed to please consider this 
worthwhile opportunity. Our affiliate members are recognized at our banquet 

in November, on our website and in our e-newsletter. New this year, you can 
include a business card with your affiliate membership form and we will 

include it in our e-newsletter. 

We appreciate your consideration and support for  

conservation education in Darke County. 

 

Membership Supports:  

 
Adult Workshops 

~ 

Conservation Day Camp 

~ 

County Land Judging 
Contest 

~ 

Darke County Area IV 
Envirothon Teams 

~ 

In-Classroom Education 
Programs 

~ 

Lending Library Materials 

~ 

Scholarship 

~ 

Youth Workshops 

KUNTZ AG 
Products & Services LLC 

VRA Hi-Cal Lime 

VRA Gypsum 

Agro-Liquid Fertilizer 

Monty’s Fertilizer 

P & L Fertilizer 

8293 W. Falknor Rd. 

Covington, OH 45318 

kuntzagllc@gmail.com 

Office     937-473-5561 
Michael     937-570-9203 

Sam     937-570-3434 
Nathan     937-418-4878 

1120 Fort Jefferson Avenue, PO Box 278 

Greenville, OH 45331 

Phone: 937-548-4114     www.darkerec.com 





SWCD Board Reorganization  

& Meeting Notice 
Newly elected supervisors, Rick Honeyman and Kevin Jones, were sworn into office on Jan. 6, 2021, by 

Darke County Commissioners Matt Aultman and Larry Holmes. 

Board reorganization took place during the monthly board meeting 

and Kevin Jones, of Adams Township, was elected to serve as 

Chairman for 2021. Other officers elected were Gary Goettemoeller, of 

Wayne Township, as Vice Chair; Monty Stump, of Greenville Township, 

as Treasurer; Tom Harrod, of Mississinawa Township, as Secretary; 

and Rick Honeyman, of Van Buren Township, as Publicity. Monty 

Stump will also serve as Chairman for the nominating committee. 

 

For 2021, the Darke SWCD board of supervisors will hold their 

monthly board meetings on the first Monday of each month at 8 a.m. 

The meetings will be held at the Darke SWCD office, 1117 

Southtowne Court, Greenville. Special board meetings may be 
scheduled throughout the year. If a special board meeting is 

necessary, the location, date and time will be posted on the office 

door and www.darkeswcd.com. Meetings are subject to rescheduling; therefore, please call 937-548-1715 
ext. 3, to verify meeting dates and times. If you are interested in receiving meeting notices, please contact 

the office to be placed on a phone or email notification list. For additional information, or if you would like 

notice of board meeting date/location/etc. changes, please contact the district office at 937-548-1715 ext. 

3 or email jared.coppess@darkeswcd.com. The Darke SWCD office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

169 S. Main St.  

North Star, OH 45350 

www.northstarimplement.com 

Phone: 419-582-8053 

Kahlig Dozing & Excavating, Inc. 

Phone: 419-305-5550    

611 Union City Rd., Ft. Recovery, OH 45846 

Don Kahlig 

Phone: 765.962.1527 

co-alliance.com 







Darke SWCD Staff 

Brian Cope– Technician 
Jared Coppess– District Administrator 
Elizabeth Farver– Nutrient Mgmt Technician 
Tim Rank– Technician 
 
 

Darke NRCS Staff 

Ryan Kemper– Acting District Conservationist 
John Bleill– Civil Engineering Technician 
 
 
Daniel Francis– Pheasants Forever Wildlife Biologist 

Darke SWCD  I 1117 Southtowne Court I Greenville I OH I 45331 I 937.548.1715 ext. 3 I www.darkeswcd.com 

Area IV Envirothon   March 15-19 
 Virtual Contest 

Tree Orders & Payment Due   March 19 

Poster Contest Submission Deadline   March 26 

Tree Pickup   April 7 & 8 
 Darke SWCD Office 

Spring Soil Sampling   April  16 

Scholarship Applications Due   April 23 

Conservation Stations: Hands-on Fun   April 24 
 Bish Discovery Center 

Darke County Parks Native Plant Sale Pick-up   May 8 
 Bish Discovery Center 

Fish Fingerling Orders Due   May 15 

Fish Fingerling Sale Pick-up   May 21 

Office Closed– Memorial Day   May 25 

 

Educational Canoe Float   June 4 

Darke County Conservation Day Camp   June 9-10 

Upcoming Events 


